
VU Research Portal

The Burden of Nationality

Oprel, M.O.

2020

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Oprel, M. O. (2020). The Burden of Nationality: Dutch citizenship policies towards German nationals in the
aftermath of the Second World War (1944-1967). [PhD-Thesis - Research and graduation internal, Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam]. VU University Press.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 13. Mar. 2024

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/8cb942c4-90fb-4ec4-b1c0-59029292c57a


Table of contents

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION  	   13

Introduction  	   15

Research questions and objectives  	   18

1.1 	 Defining citizenship  	   21

	 The legal status of German citizens  	   21

	 Citizenship as analytical tool  	   24

	 Acts of citizenship  	   27

1.2 	 Dutch restitution and expropriation legislation: 

	 Decree E-133  	   31

	 Defining the enemy in E-133  	   35

	 Reparations  	   37

	 Anti-German policies in neighbouring countries  	   39

1.3 	 Marginalised minority  	   44

	 State of the Art  	   46

	 Legal historiography  	   47

1.4 	 Unhinging the national frame  	   50

	 Citizenship between empire and nation  	   51

1.5 	 Sources and methodology  	   55

	 NBI archives  	   55

	 CABR archives  	   57

	 Additional archives  	   59

	 Checking the evidence  	   60

	 Language and translatability  	   62

	 Intersectional analysis  	   63

	 Interviews  	   65

1.6 	 Outline of the study  	   67



6

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

CHAPTER 2 
ALONG AND AGAINST THE ARCHIVAL GRAIN  	   71

Introduction  	   73

2.1 	 The implementation of the Decree on Enemy Property  	   76

	 The first set of instructions  	   77

	 Open to interpretation  	   79

2.2 	 The de-enemisation procedure  	   81

	 Rights for the rightful  	   82

	 Explanation or justification?  	   84

2.3 	 Tracing the paper trail  	   86

	 Disorder and diversity  	   88

	 The symbolics of the NBI  	   90

2.4 	 Criteria for inclusion and exclusion  	   94

	 Published guidelines  	   96

	 The end of the state of war  	   99

2.5 	 An evaluation of bureaucracy  	   100

	 Who is judging?  	   101

	 Output  	   102

	 Numbers and figures  	   104

2.6 	 Archival allure  	   107

CHAPTER 3
CATEGORISING ENEMY CITIZENS  	   111

Introduction  	   113

3.1 	 Along the lines of nationality  	   114

3.2 	 Austrians as Germans?  	   119

	 Never a stranger, long the enemy  	   120

	 (No) Preferential treatment  	   121

	 Flirting with the wrong party  	   123

3.3 	 Reichs-, Ausland- (n)or Volksdeutsche  	   124

	 Sudeten Germans  	 125 

	 Danzig Germans  	   127

3.4 	 Jewish refugees  	   129

	 Burden of proof  	 131

	 Custody conflicts  	   133

	 Diplomatic urgency  	   134

3.5 	 Enemies by alliance: Italian and Japanese enemy citizens  	   136



7

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

	 Italian ice-cream  	   137

	 Exceptions don’t make rules  	   138

3.6 	 Dutch (-born) enemy citizens  	   141

	 Enemy by marriage  	   142

3.7 	 Classified by gender  	   144

	 German passport, Dutch by heart?  	   145

	 Money matters  	   146

3.8 	 Ordered by occupation  	   148

	 Nuns and monks  	   148

	 Domestic workers  	   150

	 Farmers  	   154

	 Mineworkers  	   156

3.9 	 Blue blood and noble estates  	   159

3.10 	 Cementing the enemy categories, defining membership  	   161

CHAPTER 4 
THE SPECTRE OF BEING GERMAN  	   165

Introduction  	   167

4.1 	 Friedrich Assmann  	   169

	 ‘As a Dutch citizen, not a German national’  	   170

	 Member of the Schutzgruppe  	   172

	 Neighbour dispute  	   173

	 De-enemised, but nevertheless affected  	   176

4.2 	 Franz Joseph Brand  	   178

	 From butler to entrepreneur  	   180

	 Acts or accusations  	   181

	 War interrupts and corrupts lives  	   184

4.3 	 Erna Burghoff-Heitink and the BIM  	   186

	 A diligent and hardworking woman  	   187

	 Confiscation of the BIM  	   189

	 Struggle for power  	   193

	 Transnational (hi)story  	   195

4.4 	 Hans Fischer  	   197

	 Caught between churches and states  	   199

	 Under pressure  	   201

	 Reunion, reconstruction and reconciliation  	   203

4.5 	 Hermann Lahn  	   206

	 An example for Dutch citizens  	   206



8

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

	 The world belongs to everybody  	   209

4.6 	 A story with no family name  	   211

	 From self-employed businessman to Beauftragter

	 and Bevollmächtiger des Heeres Kraftfahrwesen  	   212

	 Desertion or resistance?  	   214

	 The past is not a foreign country  	   217

4.7 	 Carla Tophoff  	   219

	 Be widowed by a German  	   220

	 From naturalisation to de-enemisation  	   221

	 It’s all about the money  	   224

4.8 	 Wim Vahrenhorst  	   226

	 Dutch from birth to deportation  	   228

	 Arrest and internment in camp Mariënbosch  	   230

	 The first years in Germany  	   233

	 Football and identity  	   236

4.9 	 Ruth and Edith Weil  	   238

	 Persecuted, deported, (de-)enemised  	   240

	 Fighting bureaucracy  	   242

	 Entschädigung and Wiedergutmachung  	   243

4.10 	 Germans in the overseas colonies  	   245

	 Kingdom at war  	   246

	 Reconstructing history  	   248

	 Geographical challenges  	   249

	 (Post-) colonial dimension	   	   251

4.11 	 Acts of citizenship  	   253

CHAPTER 5 
CONFLICTS AND CONTROVERSIES 
ON CONFISCATION AND COMPENSATION  	   257

Introduction  	   259

5.1 	 The genesis of Decree E-133  	   260

5.2 	 A contentious issue (1): legal magazines  	   266

	 Confiscation at the cost of individuals?  	   268

	 Membership and Liability  	   271

5.3 	 A contentious issue (2): parliamentary debates  	   274

	 Dutch-born women  	   276

	 ‘Een lijdensgeschiedenis’  	   278

	 Towards the end of the state of war  	   279



9

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

	 Actors for whom?  	   282

	 The final outcome  	   284

5.4 	 Wiedergutmachung, but not for everyone  	   286

	 Between rights and reparations  	   288

	 German property or Dutch heritage: Schiermonnikoog  	   291

	 German property or Dutch heritage: Huis Doorn  	   292

5.5 	 A growing sphere of international justice  	   294

	 Violation of human rights?  	   295

	 Transitional justice?  	   296

	 The Age of Human Rights  	   298

CHAPTER 6 
ESSENTIALLY CONTESTED: (DUTCH) CITIZENSHIP  	   301

Introduction  	   303

6.1 	 Re-integration of Dutch Nazi sympathisers 

	 and collaborators  	   305

	 Extraordinary justice  	   306

	 Citizenship, loyalty and patriotism  	   307

	 Becoming Dutch (again)  	   308

	 A double standard?  	   311

6.2 	 Immigrants from the (ex-)colonies  	   313

	 Assimilation and integration: Overseas citizens from the East  	   315

	 Legal and symbolic alienage: Overseas citizens from the West  	   319

	 Assimilation by acculturation?  	   321

	 Physical ‘otherness’  	 323 

	 Citizenship as a mechanism of inclusion and exclusion  	   326

6.3 	 Towards integration policy  	   329

	 A reluctant country of immigration  	   330

	 Assimilation, participation, integration  	   332

	 ‘Good’, ‘typical’, ‘real’ Dutch  	   335

	 Contradictions of the nation-state  	   338

6.4 	 Conclusions and recommendations  	   340



10

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  	   345

BIBLIOGRAPHY  	   349

Literature  	   349

Acts of Senate  	   366

Acts of House of Representatives  	   366

Newspapers	  	   366

Government Gazette  	   367

Case law  	   367

ARCHIVES  	   368

WEBSITES  	   373

ABBREVIATIONS, ACRONYMS AND TRANSLATIONS  	   374

LIST OF FIGURES  	   378

SUMMARY  	   380

APPENDICES  	   387

Appendix 1: Decree on Enemy Property  	   389

Appendix 2: Blank index card  	   407

Appendix 3: Examples of questionnaires  	   409

Appendix 4: Examples of declaration of de-enemisation  	   425


