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Abstract 

Naxos, the largest of the Cycladic islands, offers a nuanced insight into Iron Age 

funerary behaviour in the Cyclades and relations between social groups as reflected in 

the archaeological record. The focus of this paper is the cemetery of Tsikalario in the 

hinterland of the island, with emphasis on two burial contexts which exhibit a range of 

activities related to funerary ceremonies and the consumption of grave-offerings. The 

grave-tumuli found in the Tsikalario cemetery comprise a mortuary ‘phenomenon’ not 

found otherwise on Naxos during the Early Iron Age. Such a differentiation in mortuary 

practice can be interpreted as a strategy used by the people of inland Naxos to 

distinguish their funerary habits from the more typical Naxian practices of, for example, 

the inhabitants of the coastal Naxos harbour town. This distinctive funerary practice 

can speak in favour of an attempt by the kinship group(s) that buried their deceased in 

the cemetery of Tsikalario to articulate status and identity. Beyond these tumuli, 

evidence from a different type of grave context at Tsikalario – Cist Grave 11 and its 

vicinity (Burial Context 11) – offers an additional example of a well-thought-out 

staging of funerary beliefs in the inland region of Naxos. Not only does it illustrate the 

coexistence of other types of burials in the cemetery, but, alongside the tumuli and their 

finds, it also demonstrates, through the symbolic package of the grave-offerings and the 

multifaceted network of interactions they reveal, that inland Naxos participated in the 

intra- and supra-island circulation of wares and ideas. 


