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14. Euboea and the Euboean Gulf region: pottery in context

Xenia Charalambidou

Abstract: This chapter focuses on seventh-century BC pottery from various contexts on Euboea and at Oropos (a closely related 
site in the central Euboean Gulf region), seeking to gain information about the life history (life cycle) of pottery and its social re-
flections in settlements, burials and cult areas� Some products display continuity, especially from the late eighth to the seventh 
century, in terms of raw material selection, style, or the use of certain vessel shapes� By contrast, changes can be discerned in 
drinking/feasting habits as well as the intensification of use of special ceramic products for cult and funerary rites� Particularly 
at Eretria, we see changes in consumption in the male social sphere and a rise in the visibility of women at cult sites� At the same 
time, adult burials show low visibility, yet there is a higher representation of child burials in enchytrismoi� Some of these changes 
seem to go hand-in-hand with wider changes in society during the seventh century� 

The aim of this chapter1 is to open discussion of the life history of material remains found at settlements, cult and burial 
sites in seventh-century Euboea and at the closely related site of Oropos on the opposite coast of the Euboean Gulf 
(Figure 14.1). Pottery remains the most abundant archaeological evidence for the seventh century in this area, and for 
this reason is our focus. However, seventh-century pottery has received little attention, especially in comparison with 
the extensive bibliography for the eighth century in the same region (see Charalambidou forthcoming a). There are 
several reasons for this dearth of research. First, the seventh-century material record at certain sites, such as Eretria 
or Oropos, seems more limited than that of the eighth or sixth centuries. Other sites, such as Lefkandi and Oxylithos/
Viglatouri, do not appear in the seventh-century archaeological record; Lefkandi is  thought to have been abandoned c. 
700 BC (see below). Secondly, difficulties in tracing and recognizing seventh-century material follow from the scarcity 
of stratified closed contexts. Finally, there are relatively few systematic studies of this century to further the visibility of 
the material remains of the area (Boardman 1952 and 1957; Charalambidou 2008, 2011 and in preparation; Descœudres 
1968, 1976 and 1978; Huber 2003, 2012 and 2013; Verdan 2015). The current state of scholarship may also reflect limited 
interest in a century in which the Euboeans seem to have lost much of their attributed role in Mediterranean trade, 
in marked contrast to their key role in the Protogeometric and Geometric periods (see most recently Descœudres 
2006-7; Charalambidou 2008: 315-40; 2011; forthcoming a). Nonetheless, these factors are an unhelpful constraint on 
our knowledge of the region and its role in local and regional networks, especially now that we are in a position to 
assess change in many areas of social and political life, and to reach a better understanding of the socio-economic 
transformations that followed the eighth-century ‘renaissance’. 

New evidence that has come to light since John Boardman’s landmark publications demands that we revisit old data 
and take a fresh approach to the study of seventh-century archaeological evidence. Research can be advanced via 
approaches that emphasize the life history of material objects and examine aspects of their production, consumption, 
deposition and re-use (e.g. Crielaard et al. 1999; Lawall and Lund 2011; Peña 2007; Scarcella 2011). Examination of 
ancient pottery production through interdisciplinary projects involving archaeometric analyses also forms part of this 
agenda (for Euboea and Oropos: Charalambidou et al. 2016 and forthcoming; Charalambidou in preparation; Kerschner 
and Lemos 2014). Furthermore, the variety of material evidence from settlements, sanctuaries and cemeteries reflects 
choices made by consumers. These choices may be discerned via questioning, for example, the purposes for which 
certain vessel categories were used, which social groups were involved, and which social strategies shaped the context 
of use. The circumstances of re-use as well as deposition of ceramic material are further parameters that have been 
underestimated until now, and should also be included in studies of Euboean and Euboean Gulf communities.

For seventh-century Euboea, there remain many ambiguities in terminology, chronology and periodization. Euboea 
is among those regions of the Greek world where ‘orientalizing’ as a period label, especially for the seventh century, 
cannot easily describe the plurality of people, ideas, styles and technologies that form a multifaceted web of 
interconnections (Riva and Vella 2006a, noting Purcell 2006; Whitley 2014a; see also Charalambidou forthcoming 
c). Euboeans used imported oriental and orientalizing-style pottery and other objects as early as the tenth century 
at Lefkandi, but they did not make extensive use of an orientalizing style in the seventh century (cf. Whitley 2013: 
417-18). They preferred a Subgeometric pottery style with strong connections with the preceding LG (II) style and 
they produced ‘orientalizing’ vessels used for special functions (such as the long-necked jugs in cult sites and the 
enchytrismos vases discussed below). For the seventh century on Euboea and in other Aegean regions, the terms 

1  I thank Cathy Morgan, Irene Lemos, Evangelia Kiriatzi, Jan Paul Crielaard, Alexander Mazarakis Ainian, Karl Reber, Samuel Verdan and 
Sandrine Huber for their valuable comments on the manuscript� 
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‘early Archaic’ or ‘Protoarchaic’ (the latter rightly gaining ground in a number of studies, e.g. Kotsonas 2008a; 
Brisart 2011) are definitely more neutral, avoid interpretation, and can embrace the different styles seen in this 
area. I am personally inclined to use the term Protoarchaic2 in agreement with Kotsonas’ view concerning Crete: ‘I 
therefore prefer to use the term Protoarchaic (PAR) for the style and phase in question, which also recalls the terms 
Protoattic and Protocorinthian established for 7th century BC pottery from Attica and Corinth’ (2008a: 40). 

Relative chronology within this century remains difficult to establish because of the scarcity of closed contexts on 
Euboea. For example, most seventh-century burials known in the region come from the Hygeionomeion cemetery at 
Eretria: these are mainly enchytrismoi but we know little about the associated finds, making it difficult to reconstruct 
typological and chronological connections. Most assemblages that include seventh-century material were found in 
unstratified or poorly stratified deposits, pits or wells. Even at the systematically excavated settlement on the OSK 
property at Oropos, a site that offers many insights into seventh-century Euboean Gulf culture and society, we are 
faced with difficulties in dating contexts. A significant factor at Oropos is that seventh-century material evidence 
was not found in dense, successive occupation layers as in the LG period.

The decade 700-690 BC is conventionally seen as a chronological boundary between Euboean LG IIb and early 
Archaic/Protoarchaic. At the same time, it seems to represent what we may term transitional years. In many 
instances it is difficult to tell whether vessels of this decade are stylistically final LG IIb or already Subgeometric 
(as defined by Boardman 1952). Comparable situations of chronological overlap between two styles are reported 
from Attica: in several instances, Attic LG IIb vessels were found in graves with Early Protoattic (EPA) vessels and 
it has therefore been assumed that the Attic LG IIb-EPA transition took place sometime during EPC (Trachsel 2008: 
63-4). Similar evidence is also found in earlier times in Attica. For example, Irini Lemos has observed (2002: 9-10) 
that in Athens, a mixture of Submycenaean and Protogeometric styles can occur in pottery assemblages within the 
same tomb. As she reports (2002: 10), Vincent Desborough suggested that the EPG period covered two overlapping 

2  For present purposes, however, I still use the conventional term ‘Archaic’ for the time span c� 700/690-480 BC�

Figure 14�1  Euboea and the Euboean Gulf region with the sites 
mentioned in the text. (© Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece). 
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generations of potters: the ‘old generation’ which continued to produce a Submycenaean style of pottery and the 
‘younger’ which began to create the new Protogeometric style.

Given the scarcity of closed and/or stratified contexts on Euboea, we need to find chronological markers and to 
create tools such as chrono-typologies in order to distinguish seventh- from eighth- and sixth-century pottery, and 
to periodize the seventh century. Criteria for chronological markers could be selected on the basis of changes in 
different aspects of shape, style or technology, even if many Euboean Subgeometric wares, especially of the first half 
of the seventh century, rarely depart significantly from their LG IIb predecessors. A good example is the attempt 
made by Euboean potters to follow certain Corinthian prototypes throughout the seventh century, meaning that 
the evolution of some Euboean shapes and types (mainly kotylai, often decorated in the Subgeometric style) can 
be understood and dated in relation to Corinthian workshops (Charalambidou 2008; in preparation). In seventh-
century Euboea and Oropos, the kotyle is among the most favoured drinking vessels. Apart from the ‘normal’ 
size kotyle (with a rim diameter approximately 0.08-0.17m), in the seventh century we also find a large version 
(Figure 14.2a-b) with a rim diameter often over 0.17m and with thicker and straighter walls. Another criterion for 
setting a chronological marker is the introduction of a ‘polychrome’ style (usually polychrome bands combined 
with white dotted rosettes and/or other kinds of decoration). This was frequently used in the second half of the 
seventh century, and the early decades of the sixth, on a range of vessels: kotylai (Figure 14.3a-b), one-handled 
cups (Figure 14.4), bowls, kraters/louteria, jugs, (pithoid) amphorae etc. Steps in this direction are first seen on 
LG II Euboean wares with white lines/bands on a black glazed surface (first observed by Andreiomenou 1975: 226-
9 and Coldstream 2008: 194), and a drinking vessel from Oropos dated c. 700 BC (Figure 14.5) with a thick red 

Figure 14�2 Large versions of kotylai: a. Eretria Archaeological Museum 19036 from Zarakes 
(reproduced by permission of A. Chatzidimitriou); b. Oropos Archaeological Museum ΩΔ/Πγ126, OSK property 

(photograph: X. Charalambidou).

Figure 14�3 ‘Polychrome’ style: a. Eretria Archaeological Museum V3358, from the Heroon at Eretria 
(© Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece; photograph: S. Verdan); b. Oropos Archaeological Musem ΩΚ/Πγ1263, OSK property 

(photograph: X. Charalambidou).
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Figure 14�5 Kalyx vessel (skyphos or krateriskos), Oropos 
Archaeological Museum ΩΚ/Πγ2315, OSK property 

(Central Quarter, area of the ‘Heroon’). (Photograph: X. 
Charalambidou). 

band applied to the reserved external surface of the rim. 
However, this early decoration was bichrome: seventh-
century ‘polychrome’ involves the application of red and 
white lines to the black-glazed surface. In addition to 
the more standard vessel shapes (the one-handled cup, 
skyphos, kotyle, krater, jug, amphora etc.), some hybrid 
forms also appear, usually combining elements from 
different shapes. Figure 14.4, for example, combines 
features of the kotyle and the one-handled cup. Finally, 
certain vessels used for cult and funerary ceremonies 
make frequent appearances during the seventh century: 
the most common categories are fine miniature hydriae 
(found in cult contexts), long-necked jugs (in cult contexts 
and rarely in burials) and the pithoid amphorae (known 
so far mainly in burial contexts), all of which are further 
discussed below. Especially on the long-necked jugs and 
the pithoid amphorae we can observe new iconographies; 
when decorated with figural scenes and/or curvilinear 

motifs, especially from the second half of the seventh century, such vases can be considered as products in the 
orientalizing style.

Aspects of production, consumption and deposition in settlements, cult areas and burial sites 

Settlements, workshops, public areas 

We begin with central Euboean sites because seventh-century evidence is so far rare in northern Euboean settlements. 
At Chalkis, the majority of Protogeometric, Geometric and Archaic finds come from the areas of the Hill of the 
Cemetery, the Yiftika Hill, the Hill of the Quarry (Kamares Hill), the Hill of Kallimanis, as far as Mt Vathrovounia, and 
Arethusa (Figure 14.6).3 According to Bakhuizen (1985: 76, 83-84, 94), the Iron Age settlement was located at the 
head of the Bay of Agios Stephanos.4 Few locations have yielded seventh-century material,5 although pottery of this 
period has been found in deposits at Yiftika in the ‘Εργατικός Συνοικισμός’ area (Andreiomenou 1972: 170-81; 1986: 

3  Examples in Andreiomenou 1966; 1972; 1984; 1985; 1986; 1992; 1998; Bakhuizen 1985: 75-84, 94-96; Boardman 1952: 12, n. 73; 1957: 1-14; 
Descœudres 2006-7: 4; Kalligas 1988-9; Sackett et al. 1966: 59-60, 67; Sampson 1975b: 206; 1976a: 12-15. See also ArchDelt 16 (1960) B: 150-1, pl. 132β-
γ; ArchDelt 26 (1971) B: 252, pl. 227α-β and ArchDelt 27 (1972) B: 340 (Machaira plot); ArchDelt 48 (1993) B: 190-1 (Korovesi plot); ArchDelt 50 (1995) B: 
315 (Aliveriou Street 1-3 and Asklipiadon and Kyzikou Street). For synthesis: Charalambidou 2008: 294-7. For a short overview of Protogeometric 
and Geometric Chalkis, see Charalambidou forthcoming a. 
4  Bakhuizen 1985: 76 states that ‘the settlement floor of Chalkis comprises the flat ground to the north of the Bay of Áyios Stéfanos and the 
surroundings heights of Batariás, the Hill of the Cemetery, Yiftika Hill, the Hill of Kallimánis, the Hill of the Quarry and Kalogrítsa Hill’� He also 
notes that Chalkis lay to the north of the Bay of Agios Stephanos and that the positions of the cemeteries (i�e� the Agia Marina Cemetery, the 
North-East Cemetery, the Arethusa Cemetery, the extension of the Arethusa Cemetery, the Town Hill Cemetery) mark the extent of the ancient 
city (Bakhuizen 1985: 70, 75-84)� 
5  The Hill of the Quarry (Kamares Hill) area, a site explored by Boardman (1957: 1-14) and Sackett et al. (1966: 59), produced evidence (mainly 
pottery) of Protogeometric, Geometric, Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic occupation� This material (mostly published) is now in the sherd 
collection of the British School at Athens, but includes very few seventh-century sherds� 

Figure 14�4  One-handled cup from the Heroon 
at Eretria, Eretria Archaeological Museum 
V3052. (© Swiss School of Archaeology in 

Greece; photograph: S. Verdan).
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Figure 14�6 Chalkis: sites mentioned in the text. (After Bakhuizen 1985: 77, fig. 49). 

116-18).6 So far, the largest context with seventh-century pottery to be discovered at Chalkis is a pottery deposit7 in 
a 6m-deep shaft at the southern foot of the rocky Agios Ioannis Hill (the Hill of the Cemetery area).8 This includes 
debris from one or more potter’s workshops (many sherds fired black or partially blackened) which mostly dates 
to the late eighth and seventh century (see also Charalambidou forthcoming a) (Figure 14.7a-b). The assemblage 
consists of a variety of vessels, ranging from transport amphorae (Figure 14.8) (see also Johnston and Jones 1978: 
111-12; Pratt 2015: 214) to pouring vessels including jugs with cut-away neck, different types of drinking vessel, 
kraters/louteria, and lekanes. Chalkis, along with Eretria, was a major pottery production centre, but this deposit is 
as yet the only direct evidence for production dating to the eighth and seventh centuries.9 

Excavations at Lefkandi have revealed an extensive BA and EIA settlement and rich PG-SPG burial grounds. The 
settlement continued to be inhabited over the LBA/EIA transition, ie. from LH IIIC to SM, probably until c. 700/690 
BC (Popham et al. 1979 and 1993; Popham and Lemos 1996; more recently, see e.g. Lemos 2006: 518-23, 525-7; 2007; 
2012). According to Lemos (2012: 159), the site did not survive after the end of the LG, and this may be why its ancient 
toponym does not survive. The latest evidence from the Xeropolis settlement comes from Building I in Region I, 
and dates to the late eighth or early seventh century (Lemos 2007: 125-6). However, a small amount of sixth-century 
pottery from re-occupation deposits at Lefkandi has closed the gap in evidence for occupation after the early seventh 
century (Popham et al. 1979: 78, pl. 59, nos 343-50, pl. 63, nos 344, 350). Popham et al. 1979 maintained that this signals 
the re-occupation of the site in the sixth century, nevertheless the full extent of the settlement remains unknown (Hall 
2007: 7; Charalambidou 2011: 837). 

Seventh-century evidence from the settlement at Eretria is quite fragmentary, especially when compared to that of 
the eighth (Charalambidou 2006: 994-6, 1010-11) (Figure 14.9). Several buildings recognized as domestic dwellings 
seem to have been abandoned c. 700-690/680 BC (Charalambidou 2006: 994; Mazarakis Ainian 1987), a phenomenon 

6  See also ArchDelt 16 (1960): 150-1, pl. 132β-γ. 
7  Property of A. Machairas: ArchDelt 26 (1971) B: 252, pl. 227α-β; ArchDelt 27 (1972) B: 340� This material is currently being studied by Samuel 
Verdan and the author�
8  The Hill of the Cemetery Area (Area II), according to Bakhuizen (1985: 79)� 
9  Other later ceramic workshops functioned in the wider area� On the Hill of the Cemetery area (D� Vasileiadou plot) a potter’s workshop (?) 
dates to the end of the fourth century BC (ArchDelt 25 [1970] B: 247; Bakhuizen 1985: 79); a Hellenistic potter’s kiln and architectural remains have 
also been found there (Bakhuizen 1985: 79; Sampson 1976: 31-2, 54, site no� 108)� Another potter’s kiln (undated) has been located in the Yiftika 
Hill area (Pneumatikou plot): ArchDelt 24 (1969) B: 203; Bakhuizen 1985: 80�
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Figure 14�8 Chalkis, Machairas plot: a. transport amphorae, Chalkis 
Archaeological Museum 7826 and 7827 (photograph: I. Iliadis); b. 

photomicrograph of fabric of transport amphora 7826 (XPL, field of view = 
7.35mm) (photograph: X. Charalambidou).

Figure 14�7 Chalkis, Machairas plot: a. misfired vessels; b. 
misfired and distorted lekanis. (Photographs: I. Iliadis). a

b
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which finds parallels at Oropos 
(discussed below). 

Two ceramic kilns at Eretria 
were associated with seventh- 
and sixth-century pottery,10 and 
another has been dated c. 600 
BC (Schmid 2000-1: in E/600). 
However, further study is 
required to verify these dates. In 
earlier times, only one potter’s 
kiln has so far been attributed to 
the Geometric period in Eretria 
(Ducrey, Metzger and Reber 
1993: 21-2, figs 13-14), which may 
seem surprising in a period when 
Eretria produced quantities of 
high quality ceramics.11

The Ceramic Industry of Eretria12 is 
a project established to examine 
Eretria’s role in local and 
regional networks via diachronic 
investigation of local pottery 
production from the Bronze and 
Iron Ages until the Hellenistic 
period (Charalambidou et al. 
2016; forthcoming). It combines 
petrographic and chemical 
analyses of pottery with analyses 
of geological materials and 
samples of ancient building 
materials.13 Among the fabrics 
identified as local is a coarse 
fabric (Fabric Group A: coarse 
metamorphic - quartz+mica 
phyllite/schist) (Figure 
14.10) (Charalambidou et al. 
forthcoming)14 which was used 
in the eighth century (when 
the samples analysed include 
closed vessels, mainly pithoi and 
cooking pots, and basins) and 
continued into the seventh (with 
samples from pithoi, hydriae 
and basins). Furthermore, close 

similarities between this fabric and the (EH II and EH III) Bronze Age Fabric Group 1 (Charalambidou et al. 2016: 532) 
may indicate that Eretrian potters in certain periods of the Bronze Age and the eighth and seventh centuries used 
the same or very similar raw materials for the manufacture of at least some coarse-ware shapes. Fabric Group K (fine 

10  OT 671: ArchDelt 23 (1968) B: 230-1�
11  This situation may in part be remedied by revisiting the date of a well-preserved potter’s kiln in the Bouratzas plot, on the coastal plain in the 
centre of modern Eretria� This was originally assigned a stratigraphic date in EH III (Tuor 1981; 1982) but has more recently been dated to the 
ninth century using archaeomagnetism and OSL� This result is still being discussed and will be published in a forthcoming paper by S� Müller 
Celka, G� Polymeris and D� Kontopoulou� 
12  The project is undertaken by the Fitch Laboratory of the British School at Athens in collaboration with the Swiss School of Archaeology in 
Greece� Archaeometric analysis in this project is conducted by Evangelia Kiriatzi, Noémi Müller and the author� 
13  The sampling of ancient building materials includes samples from the vault and eschara of the kiln on the Bouratzas plot� 
14  Fabric Group A (FG A) is a very low calcareous fabric characterized by metamorphic rocks, ranging from phyllite to quartz+white 
mica±biotite±feldspar schist and polycrystalline quartz, and rare volcanic rock fragments�

Figure 14�9 Seventh-century material remains at Eretria. (© X. Charalambidou). 
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to semi-fine silicate–white mica15 [Charalambidou et al. 
forthcoming]) seems to have been the main local fabric 
used for finewares in the Geometric (eighth century) and 
Classical periods.16 Samples of seventh-century fineware 
are currently being analysed to uncover any connections 
with this fabric. 

Other settlements on Euboea have produced much 
less seventh-century evidence. This is due not only to 
the decrease in evidence that seems to characterize 
many Euboean sites, but also to the state of research as 
many sites have not been fully explored. One example 
is ancient Kerinthos at Kastri, near Mantoudi, on the 
Aegean coast of northern Euboea. This was described in 
antiquity as a coastal settlement (Hom. Il. 2.604, ἕφαλος), 
and it is a natural opening to the sea, on the crossroads 
of important Aegean trade routes. Protogeometric, 
Geometric and Archaic pottery was found here during 
trial excavations (Karapaschalidou 2003: 139-42; Sackett 
et al. 1966: 43-4; Sampson 1975a). A building of uncertain 
function on the north side of the hill of Kastri (in Sector 
III) produced quantities of seventh-, sixth- and fifth-
century pottery, and the remains of an older, Geometric 
wall were found beneath its floor (Sampson 1975a; 
ArchDelt 29 [1973-4] B: 484-5).

On the Attic-Boeotian coast, Oropos, opposite Eretria, 
is so far the only extensive Geometric and Archaic 
settlement to demonstrate strong Euboean connections, 
although it is not the only mainland coastal settlement 
strongly linked with the island. Mitrou in the Bay of 
Atalante (in the northern Euboean Gulf) has produced 
evidence of significant connections with Euboea, or 
more precisely Lefkandi, but so far mostly from LH - 
LPG settlement phases17 (see generally van de Moortel 

2007; van de Moortel and Zahou 2011; 2012). Aulis in Boeotia must also have been important, although it has not 
been fully explored. From the coast here one can see Chalkis and the tell of Xeropolis at Lefkandi. A site such as 
this, in close proximity to major Euboean settlements, would inevitably have had connections with Euboea. Ancient 
sources indicate that the site of Aulis was close to the coast of the Euboean Gulf, between the bays of Vathi, built on a 
rocky hill as indicated by Homer (Il. 2.538) and Strabo (7.298, 9.403). The only site identified in this region, however, 
is the sanctuary of Artemis described by Pausanias (9.19.6-7), which has so far yielded Protogeometric, Geometric 
and Classical pottery (the Protogeometric showing similarities with Lefkandi).18 The Euboean Gulf region19 covers 
a huge geographical area, on the mainland side from southern Thessaly to Boeotia and Attica. Such an array of 
different landscapes presupposes different cultural backgrounds and influences. For example, at Rhamnous in 
Attica (still in the Euboean Gulf) Attic predominance in Archaic pottery is readily discernible.20 In the same way 
on Euboea itself, Attic imports at Plakari-Karystos in the southern part of the island (see below) indicate strong 
connections with Attic sites. 

15  Fabric Group K (FG K) is a fine to semi-fine intermediate calcareous silicate fabric characterized by the presence of monocrystalline quartz 
and mica (dominantly white mica laths, more sporadically biotite laths); in smaller amounts it contains feldspars, schist/phyllite and 
polycrystalline quartz rock fragments� 
16  It is the fabric of the majority of Geometric finewares selected for analysis� The samples include vases of categories exported to Euboean 
colonies and other regions of the Mediterranean: the Geometric pendent semicircle, chevrons, and concentric circles groups� At the same time, 
the fine Fabric Group K has compositional values that fall within the range of the local Bronze Age fine fabric (FG 8) and seem very closely related 
(Charalambidou et al. 2016: 532)� 
17  Survey of this area has produced only a small number of Geometric and Archaic sherds� I thank Stepan Rückl and Bartek Lis for this information� 
18  Prakt 1956: 94-104; 1958: 45-54; 1959: 26-33; 1960: 39-48; 1961: 41-4; Nancy Psalti pers. comm.
19  By ‘Euboean Gulf region’ I mean the coastline not only of Euboea but also of the mainland opposite� The Euboean Gulf as a channel of human 
interplay and a connector between island and mainland is significant throughout antiquity�
20  I thank the General Secretary of the Athens Archaeological Society, Dr Vassileios Petrakos, as well as Dr Konstantinos Kalogeropoulos, for 
allowing me to see the unpublished Archaic material from Rhamnous� 

Figure 14�10 a. Seventh-century pithos from the Heroon 
at Eretria, Eretria Archaeological Museum, context/inv.
no. 1615, 1000 (© Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece; 

photograph: S. Verdan); b. photomicrograph of fabric (XPL, 
field of view = 7.35mm) (© X. Charalambidou).
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Figure 14�11 Oropos. General map of the OSK property. (© A. Mazarakis Ainian; drawing: A. Gounaris). 

At Oropos, a significant portion of the Protogeometric, Geometric and Archaic pottery found in the settlement 
nuclei at Nea Palatia (Protogeometric and Geometric phases) and at Skala Oropou (Geometric and Archaic phases) 
was related to Euboea; Attic connections are also clearly evident (Charalambidou 2008; Mazarakis Ainian 1998b; 
2002b; 2004a; 2006-7 and 2007a; Vlachou 2010). The location of Oropos imposes these connections: on the border 
between Attica and Boeotia and just opposite Eretria, it lies on the closest passage to Eretria from the mainland, 
and in antiquity was considered an Eretrian colony.21 Oropos is a fine illustration of the importance of systematic 
excavation in providing evidence of periods not often represented in survey projects. While survey here produced 
no seventh-century material (Cosmopoulos 2001), systematic excavation at Skala Oropou (OSK property) uncovered 
important architecture and portable finds. 

The area of the OSK property (Figure 14.11), where an extensive Geometric settlement has been uncovered, evidently 
underwent changes in its function around 700 BC. During the late eighth or early seventh century, several buildings in 
the Central and West Quarters which had been in use in LG IIb were abandoned and some new ones built (Mazarakis 
Ainian 2002a: 158-64, fig. 3, 174-8, phases 5-6; 2007b: 159-60, figs 17.3 [phases 5-6], 17.4; see also Prakt 2009: 38-9, ‘green’ 
phase). While Building ΛΔ in the far west of the West Quarter, built in c. 700 BC, preserves the LG apsidal form (see 
below), new building forms also appear from the end of the eighth century or the beginning of the seventh (see also 
Mazarakis Ainian, this volume). An illustrative example is a monumental building or peribolos in the West Quarter 
with a tower-like structure along its southern wall and a room with a pebble floor in its northern section (Figure 
14.12) (Charalambidou 2008: 179-92, 226-8; in preparation; Mazarakis Ainian 2002a: 174-8; 2004a: 380-2; 2006-7: 101-
3).22 This structure, erected at the end of the eighth or the beginning of the seventh century, replaced a number 
of LG II buildings (Phase 6: Mazarakis Ainian 2002a, 174-8). These Geometric buildings under its southern part, and 
pottery from the strata into which the foundations were laid, provide a terminus post quem of c. 710-700/690 BC for 
its construction. Pottery related to the building indicates a use life spanning the seventh century and into the sixth 
(mainly the first half), although some of the later material in particular may be intrusive.23 In addition to the central 
Euboean Gulf repertoire, pottery of the first half of the seventh century includes a small number of imports from 
other parts of the Aegean, such as an Ionian bird bowl (Figure 14.13a). Ceramics from the tower-like structure mainly 
date from the second half of the seventh century until at least the first decades of the sixth, and include good quality 
table ware such as a jug with floral decoration, kotylai, and a lamp of Cycladic type (Figure 14.13b). This monumental 
building was probably used by the community. It resembles a military camp—in particular because of the tower-like 
structure with strong walls in its southern part—or an enclosure for animals (Mazarakis Ainian 2012b: 82). It may have 
served multiple functions, from managing crop and livestock commodities and housing daily activities to providing 
shelter (perhaps in turbulent times), and likely underwent more than one rearrangement. A further suggestion is that 
it housed the agora of Oropos (Greco 2006: 331-2).

A rectangular building of the pastas type (Mazarakis Ainian 1998d: 191-2; 2002a: 169; 2004a: 383; 2006-07: 102)24 was later 
built in the vicinity of the monumental building (Figure 14.11 and 14.12). The earliest pottery material indicates a date in 
the late seventh or early sixth century, with the main period of use falling in the sixth (Charalambidou 2008: 199-205; 228-

21  As recognized by Nikokratis who mentions that Oropos was Ἐρε]τριέων κτίσ[μα: FGrHist IIIB, 376,  1. 
22  See also Prakt 2000: 45-53; 2001: 42-4; 2002: 11�
23  The monumental building cannot be considered a closed context and the area of the West Quarter was used throughout the Archaic period� 
24  See also Prakt 1996: 28-33� 
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35; in preparation). Although this 
building closely resembles a house 
and its finds seem appropriate for 
a domestic context, the possibility 
that it served a public function 
(related to feasting?) cannot be 
excluded. Among the drinking 
vessels from the monumental 
building/peribolos and the pastas-
type building are large kotylai from 
central Euboean Gulf workshops 
which, in terms of shape and 
decoration, have close parallels 
at Eretria, Zarakes, and possibly 
even Chalkis.25 They mainly occur 
in settlement (Oropos) and cult 
contexts (Eretria, Zarakes) of the 
second half of the seventh century 
and the first half of the sixth. The 
appearance of this large version 
alongside the normal shape may 
indicate changes in feasting 
practices during the seventh 
century. 

On the OSK property, a grid of 
streets crossing roughly at right 
angles, visible especially in the 
vicinity of the pastas building and 
in the South Quarter (north–south 
street and east–west street), has 
produced evidence dating largely 
to the late seventh and mostly 
the sixth century (Figure 14.11) 
(Charalambidou 2008: 206-12, 
235-6; in preparation; Mazarakis 
Ainian 2012b: 81-2). According to 
Mazarakis Ainian (2012b: 81-2) 
such advances in ‘urban’ planning 
may be related to the birth of 
the polis of Oropos. In the South 

Quarter, a significant part of the Archaic (east–west) street has been uncovered (Figure 14.11) (Charalambidou 2008: 
208-17, 233; in preparation; Mazarakis Ainian 2002a: 169; 2004a: 382-3; 2006-7: 97).26 Its fill contained thousands of 
small, mostly late eighth-, seventh- and sixth-century sherds belonging mainly to central Euboean Gulf products - a 
good illustration of the deposition and re-use of discarded material (the fill is thick and homogeneous with few joins 
between sherds). Within the fill, a small mud-brick structure yielded a group of long-necked jugs and a kalathos-
shaped vessel27 (Figure 14.14) ranging in date from the late eighth to the late seventh or early sixth century. These 
long-necked jugs are also in the central Euboean Gulf style: their original source is unknown, but this specialized class 
of vases has been found on the opposite coast, at Eretria, in cult and very occasionally funerary contexts (see below).28 

Oropos was a site of metalworking and pottery manufacture. Most of the metal workshops on the OSK property 
are eighth-century (Doonan and Mazarakis Ainian 2007); the excavated pottery kilns relate to eighth- and seventh-

25  Eretria: Descœudres 1976: 32, 47, FK 667�1, fig� 9, pl� 6; also at the Heroon and the Athenaion� Zarakes, Apollo sanctuary: Chatzidimitriou 2003-
4a: fig� 13 (see Figure 14.2a)� There is one fragment from Chalkis in the BSA sherd collection� 
26  See also Prakt 1999: 54-6; Prakt 2002: 12-14; Prakt 2003: 10-11� 
27  More kalathoi/kalathoid vases have been found in the fill of the street in the South Quarter� 
28  Compare the Athenian Agora, where Burr discovered a road or path over the ruins of the Areopagos Oval Building� It is possible that votives 
within its fill came from a nearby, but as yet unidentified, sanctuary (van den Eijnde and Laughy forthcoming)�

Figure 14�12 Oropos. Monumental building/peribolos in the West Quarter. 
(© A. Mazarakis Ainian; drawing: A. Gounaris).
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a

b

Figure 14�13 a. Oropos Archaeological Museum ΩΔ/Πγ746, bird bowl c. 690-675 BC from the area of the 
monumental building/peribolos (drawing: A. Mazarakis Ainian and X. Charalambidou);  

b. representative ceramic finds from the tower-like structure of the same building 
(drawings: X. Charalambidou).

century levels (Charalambidou 2008: 164-8; Mazarakis Ainian 2007b: 166; 2012d; Vlachou 2010: 103-4, 330). Here too, 
on-going analysis of ceramic fabrics from Oropos confirms the existence of local production, and also shows the 
presence of imports from Euboea. This research, conducted at the Fitch Laboratory of the British School at Athens 
(by the author, Evangelia Kiriatzi and Noémi Müller), includes petrographic and chemical analyses of seventh- 
and sixth-century ceramics from Oropos, comparing pottery from Oropos, Eretria and Chalkis (Charalambidou in 
preparation). Moreover, chemical analysis of Protogeometric pottery from the settlement nucleus of Nea Palatia 
Oropou by Hans Mommsen (Mommsen 2014; Mazarakis and Vlachou 2014) reveals a close correlation with central 
Euboean sites (Lefkandi and Eretria) and clay deposits close to Phylla, as represented in Mommsen’s EuA fabric 
group (Mommsen 2014: esp. 17-18).
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Cult sites

The number of cult places discovered at different Euboean 
sites again reflects the current state of research. Well-
excavated Eretria has produced a good number of sites 
that continued to be used, or were founded in, the seventh 
century. In fact, we know more about seventh-century 
cult places at Eretria than we do about the contemporary 
domestic contexts. The EIA-Archaic cult places of Chalkis, 
on the other hand, are completely unknown apart from 
one possible votive deposit from a rural shrine at Pei 
Dokou, probably associated with a fertility cult (Kalamara 
et al. 2015: 30, 33). This deposit contained late eighth-
century bronze animals and human figurines, and is 
thought to have included Archaic offerings too, although 
more research is required to establish its period of use 
and general character.29 Elsewhere, the site of Staphida 
at Neos Pyrgos-Oreoi in northern Euboea has produced 
a ‘circular-horseshoe-shaped’ structure associated 
with finds dating from the Protogeometric period to 
the seventh and sixth centuries. The function of this 
structure has recently been a matter of debate. Sapouna-
Sakellaraki (2009: 17-61) has suggested that it is related to 
a sanctuary where an over life-sized sixth-century statue 
group of Herakles and the lion was also found, while 
Mazarakis Ainian (2012a: 56) argues in favour of a secular 
character. 

At Eretria (Figure 14.15), the Apollo Daphnephoros 
sanctuary and the nearby Northern Sacrificial Area 
(probably dedicated to Artemis according to Sandrine 
Huber) are complementary and so far the only urban 
cult sites dated from the Geometric period onwards 
(Huber 2013: 77; Verdan 2013: 223-4). The Geometric 
hetakompedon of Apollo is thought to have been destroyed 
c. 700 BC and its successor to have been built in the seventh 
century (Auberson 1968: 15; Auberson and Schefold 
1972: 116; Mazarakis Ainian 1997: 59; Verdan 2000; see 
also Charalambidou 2006: 999-1000 with bibliography). 
Nevertheless, there is no material evidence associated 
directly with the interior of the seventh-century temple 
(Verdan 2000: 130). A possible explanation may be that 
the seventh-century remains were cleared away before 
the construction of the sixth-century temple. A small 
number of pits and a well in the area of the Apollo 
Daphnephoros sanctuary include seventh- and sixth-
century material, mainly pottery (Riva 2007). Among 
these was a pit immediately below the foundation of 
the northeast stylobate of the sixth-century temple, 
which thus provides a terminus post quem for the temple 
construction (Verdan 2004: 86). The finds in the pit 
included long-necked jugs and miniature hydriae which 
are ceremonial vases found at almost all Archaic cult sites 
at Eretria (see below). 

So far, 42m² of the Northern Sacrificial Area (Huber 1998a; 
1998b; 2003) has been explored. The sanctuary continues 

29  Prakt 1903: 168� See also Sackett et al. 1966: 57�

Figure 14�14 Pottery finds connected to the mud-brick 
structure in the fill of the E-W street in the South Quarter: 

a-d. long-necked jugs; e. kalathoid vessel (Drawings: X. 
Charalambidou).

a

b

c

d

e
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Figure 14�15 Eretria and its cult sites in the seventh century, with examples of long-necked jugs found among the vases in the 
cult areas. (© S. Huber).
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further north, but that area has yet to be examined (Huber 2013: 77). The excavated area has largely produced ceremonial 
ceramics and faunal remains associated with sacrifices and the ‘god’s portion’30 in the Geometric period. The Archaic, 
Classical and Hellenistic assemblages include representative local/regional drinking vessels and cooking pots as well 
as faunal remains from butchery and animal consumption (mostly of sheep and pigs), but no longer the ‘god’s portion’. 
Therefore, sacrificial practices inside the Northern Sacrificial Area probably changed in the Archaic period, although 
meat was still consumed in the feasts held here (Huber 2003: especially 140; 2012: 848-9; Huber and Méniel 2013; 2015). 

The Northern Sacrificial Area produced a variety of eighth-, seventh- and sixth-century vessels appropriate for 
feasts, ceremonies and dedications (medium-large hydriae, skyphoi, kantharoi, kotylai, small kraters, kraters/dinoi, 
pyxides, oinochoae and some coarsewares), as well as a large assemblage of the two categories of specialized cult 
pottery - miniature hydriae and long-necked jugs.31 These last two specialist forms are found in almost all Archaic 
cult contexts at Eretria, regardless of the deity or recipient of veneration. In addition to the Northern Sacrificial 
Area, they have been discovered in the pit below the foundation of the stylobate of the sixth-century Apollo temple 
mentioned above, in the Athena sanctuary on top of the acropolis, and (less commonly) in the Heroon near the West 
Gate (Huber 2012: 849-52; 2013: 83, see also below).32 Their appearance in contexts related to Apollo, Artemis and 
Athena suggests, according to Huber (2012: 851), that there was no distinction between such offerings made to male 
or female deities. Miniature hydriae indicate cult activities involving water or another liquid (Huber 2003: 118-21), 
although in the absence of organic residue analysis it is difficult to determine a more precise function for them 
or for the long-necked jugs. Were they used for libations or other ritual activities? Did they contain a commodity 
or were they dedicated to the divinity empty? The Ceramic Industry of Eretria project has made petrographic and 
chemical analyses of 20 miniature hydriae from the Northern Sacrificial Area, revealing a variety of fabric groups 
which reflect the use of different clay pastes and probably the existence of different workshops (Charalambidou 
et al. forthcoming). The miniature hydriae with figural scenes from the Northern Sacrificial Area were decorated 
with men, birds, horses, serpents, and tripods in the eighth century and maidens in the seventh (miniature hydriae 
with Subgeometric linear decoration were also frequent), while in the seventh and early sixth centuries the long-
necked jugs depicted maidens often in procession or in pairs, and probable cult scenes, including the presentation 
of a cloth on the loom to a figure who may be a goddess (Huber 2003: vol. II, e.g. pls 19-20, 24-8). The participation 
of maidens in these rituals is related to the female life cycle and a focus on fertility (probably in the territory of the 
kourotrophic goddess Artemis). Other offerings include terracotta figurines as well as jewelry, amulets, seals, and a 
miniature tripod cauldron: some of these, such as the small tripod cauldron, may be connected to the participation 
of young men in rites in the same area (Huber 2003: vol. II, pls 42-53, 113-37; see also Langdon 2008: 44-5, 178). 

On the plateau of the ancient acropolis of Eretria (Figure 14.15) lies a temenos recently interpreted by Huber as 
an Athenaion. She argues that it was established towards the end of the seventh century and was in use until the 
beginning of the third (Huber 2007; 2008; 2010; 2012: 847; 2013: 86; 2015: 132-6; Huber and Maillard 2015: 159-62). 
Evidence for animal sacrifice has been found in the temenos area: an initial examination of the skeletal remains 
has identified various species, mostly large and medium-sized ruminants (cattle, sheep and goats: Huber 2012: 849). 
Different categories of tableware can be associated with feasting. Ceremonial vessels (miniature hydriae and long-
necked jugs) relate to female cult activities. Early sixth-century terracotta fragments, probably from the sima of a cult 
building, depict young riders and foot soldiers armed with spears, and warriors on two-horse chariots. Such scenes 
likely relate to male rituals in the temenos, perhaps associated with the role of the hippeis in the Eretrian community 
and the celebration of the goddess as a guardian of the city (Huber 2012: 853; Huber and Maillard 2015: 164-6).

Ancestor or hero cults have been identified in many regions of the Greek world,33 and seem to have had a long history in 
the Euboean region. At Lefkandi (Xeropolis), the earliest structures or platforms in Region II associated with ancestor 
or hero cults and ritual dining and feasting date from LH III–EPG (Lemos 2010: 135; 2014: 175). At Oxylithos/Viglatouri, 
the MG II Building A with a stone platform inside it (plus other stone structures in the vicinity) has been interpreted 
as a heroon-sanctuary (Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1998: 61-3; see also Kourou 2012: 169-70; 2015: 96). 

The early seventh century saw the first known hero cult at Eretria (and probably at Oropos too, see below), at the 
Heroon near the later West Gate (Figure 14.16) in the northwestern part of the city. This triangular structure 

30  On the ‘god’s portion’, see e�g� Ekroth 2008; 2011� 
31  The largest assemblage of miniature hydriae at Eretria (150,000 sherds) comes from this context (Huber 2003; 2012: 850; 2013: 83)� Miniature 
hydriae were used from the late eighth century until the Hellenistic period (Huber 2013: 86), while long-necked jugs were used from the late 
eighth until the first decades of the sixth century BC (Huber pers. comm�)� 
32  Miniature hydriae at Eretria were also found in an obscure fourth-century context in the area of the Thesmophorion on the acropolis (Huber 
2012, 850; 2013, 83)� 
33  For structures/platforms in other parts of the Aegean associated with ancestor or hero cults, see: Antonaccio 1995; Hägg 1983b; Kourou 2015: 
93-101� 
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was likely built after the Geometric cemetery in the same area (named the Heroon necropolis or cemetery) went 
out of use, and over the elite tombs that comprised it (see Bérard 1970: 56-71; 1978: 89-95; Blandin 2007a: vol. II, 
35-58). Whether this was the site of an ancestor cult or the cult of an authentic hero, and what was the nature of 
the association between the Heroon and the deceased in (LG IIb) Tomb 6 of the earlier cemetery, remain questions 
to be answered (Verdan 2012: 186; on the Heroon and its associated buildings and pits, see also bibliography in 
Charalambidou 2006: 1000-1). The triangular Heroon was constructed in the first decades of the seventh century, 
probably along with the rectangular building G or B to the northwest, and the rectangular building P or C. Building 
P or C was reported to have been destroyed late in the seventh century and then rebuilt on the same foundations; 
at the same time, Oikos E, a small shrine, andron or hestiatorion, was built. According to Mazarakis Ainian (2007b: 
166), the cult at the Heroon (alongside the cults of deities such as Apollo Daphnephoros and Artemis) was probably 
appropriated by the polis of Eretria. Finds related to the Heroon and its associated buildings (such as pottery, 
terracotta figurines and lamps) were found in pits and a well. The discovery of such remains in nearby deposits is 
quite common at Euboean cult sites (see also Plakari-Karystos below). Specialized vessels such as miniature hydriae 
and long-necked jugs are much rarer in the Heroon than in the Northern Sacrificial Area. Instead, these deposits 
contained a wide range of vessels of different types and sizes – drinking vessels (one-handled cups, kotylai, skyphoi, 
bowls) as Figures 14.3a, 14.4, kraters, jugs, hydriae, transport amphorae, etc. – both central Euboean products and 
imports from other regions of the Aegean. Such a range is indicative of the nature and status of the ceremonial 
dining/feasting associated with the Heroon. 

8th-cent. BC burials and 
early 7th-cent. BC monument
7th-cent. BC remains

ERETRIA
HEROON

Figure 14�16 The Heroon and its associated remains at Eretria. 
(© Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece).
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At neighbouring Amarynthos, a cult deposit (16×23m) 
near the Agia Kiriaki chapel yielded mainly pottery, 
terracotta figurines, and metal finds. The earliest pottery 
dates to the late eighth century or the beginning of the 
seventh, and the earliest figurines to the end of the 
seventh century (Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1992). Ongoing 
excavations at the foot of the hill of Palaioekklisies 
at Amarynthos-Kato Vathia yielded evidence of 
Protogeometric, Geometric, Archaic and Classical 
occupation in the form of walls, buildings, burials, and a 
paved road, plus ceramics and other artefacts from all of 
these contexts (Blandin 2008; 2011; Reber et al. 2013: 100-
7; 2014: 127-33; 2015: 144-6). The sanctuary of Artemis 
Amarysia (interpreted as a pan-Euboean sanctuary) 
has now been located in this area. Excavations to date 

have yielded a Hellenistic stoa with earlier architectural remains nearby (the Archaic Building 3 of as yet unknown 
function). Among a few items found in a pit near Building 3 was a fragment of a seventh-century bronze rondel bearing 
a dedication and the dedicant’s name, Θεογ− (Reber et al. 2015: 145, fig. 17). 

At Zarakes in south-central Euboea, excavation in the area of the temple of Apollo Delios (Chatzidimitriou 2003-4a; 
2003-4b; 2006; 2015; forthcoming)34 revealed continuous architectural phases from the LG to Roman periods, including 
an LG apsidal peristyle cult building (probably an early hekatompedon). Seventh-century ceramics include both fine 
drinking vessels (including the large kotyle in Figure 14.2a) and coarse vessels such as relief pithoi, a relief plaque 
and large relief vessels for mixing and pouring. A huge relief pithos with a scene depicting Centaurs was uncovered 
near the postholes of the peristyle of the apsidal building. The choice of this iconographic theme likely relates to 
mythological tradition in the region of Zarakes, where Centaurs were venerated (Chatzidimitriou 2015: 269).35 The 
pithos dates to the second half of the seventh century and bears the dedicatory inscription [ - - ? ιερος Ζε│[-²ˉ³-] │ 
ας Παφυλάτες ἐσπάλασε (Chatzidimitriou 2003-4b; 2015: 267-9; Matthaiou 2004-9) (Figure 14.17). Matthaiou (2004-
9: 543) points out that the potter-dedicant of this pithos was a foreigner and that the verb ἐσπάλασε refers to the 
technique used to apply the relief band to the pithos. This may therefore be the first dedication we have from a 
potter at a sanctuary on Euboea. The fact that it comes from the maker of a relief pithos demonstrates that such 

specialized craftsmanship 
was highly valued in the 
seventh century, and 
consequently could justify 
its presence and dedication 
in the sanctuary. Apart from 
this pithos, the frequent 
appearance at the sanctuary 
of coarse relief pottery 
which is presumed to be 
local, and the frequent use 
of the same technique 
to decorate it indicate, 
according to Chatzidimitriou 
(forthcoming), the existence 
of a flourishing pottery 
tradition in the region of 
Zarakes catering to the 
demands of the sanctuary.

Recent excavations on the 
western part of the Plakari 

34  The cult was identified as that of Apollo Delios (and perhaps also Artemis) based on an inscription on a fourth-century BC bronze weight 
(Chatzidimitriou 2006)� 
35  Centaurs were popular in many regions in Greece during the EIA and Archaic period (Langdon 2008: 95-110) including Zarakes� The earliest 
depiction of a centaur on Euboea, found at PG Lefkandi, is the well-known terracotta centaur discovered in the Toumba cemetery tombs 1 and 3 
(Popham et al. 1979: 169-70, no� 3, pls 169, 251-2)� 

Figure 14�17 Relief pithos from Zarakes with a 
dedicatory inscription. (Reproduced by permission of A. 

Chatzidimitriou).

Figure 14�18 The Plakari cult site. (© J. P. Crielaard; drawing: J. Fokkema). 
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hill near Karystos, further south on Euboea, have revealed 
new evidence of cult activity from the EIA to the Archaic 
and Classical periods (Figure 14.18) (Crielaard 2012b; 
forthcoming; Crielaard et al. 2013; 2014; 2015; Crielaard 
and Songu forthcoming; Charalambidou forthcoming 
a; forthcoming b). This is the first time that an Iron Age 
cult area has been systematically investigated in the 
region of Karystia. The vast majority of the EIA material, 
and part of the Archaic, comes from a sacrificial refuse 
area (Trench 1) on the south slope of the summit. So 
far, EIA architectural features are confined to an eighth-
century temenos wall (TW1), and a trapezoidal stone 
feature. There is a possibility that EIA cult activities were 
already established on the flat part of the hilltop where 
in a subsequent phase Terrace 2 was built. Crielaard 
(forthcoming) argues that the first construction phase 
pre-dates the middle of the seventh century on the basis 
of a piriform Protocorinthian aryballos (see below: Figure 
14.19b) found lying against the side of the trapezoidal 
stone feature. 

Pottery from the refuse area (Trench 1) dates to the 
Protogeometric, Geometric and Archaic periods, with 
a peak of deposition in the eighth century.  It includes a 
high percentage of fine drinking vessels (mainly one-
handled cups, skyphoi and kantharoi) as well as vases 
such as bowls, mixing vessels, pouring vessels, large closed 
vessels, and some pyxides (Charalambidou forthcoming b). 
Such vessels could have been used for feasting and at least 
some perhaps also for libations and dedication in this cult 
context. Coarseware of the same periods includes cooking 
pots which provide valuable information about food 
preparation, sacrificial meals and ritual dining, all facets 
of the cult activities performed at the site (Charalambidou 
forthcoming b). A range of fabrics is represented in the 
refuse area, both Euboean (from central Euboean and 
Karystian workshops) and imports from other Aegean 
regions, mainly Attica but also Corinth and east Greece. As 
noted, most of the fine and coarsewares are eighth-century 
in date: following conventional stylistic dating, there are 
lesser quantities of material from seventh century, and 
sixth-century material is also present. As this deposit 
lacked stratification, it is difficult to trace the development 
of certain shapes during the seventh century. This is the 
case, for example, with the one-handled monochrome cups used in cult activity at Plakari during the EIA and at least 
until the seventh century BC (the shape is very common in the dump but often preserved only in small fragments).36 
The refuse area also produced animal bones, botanical remains, and metal, stone and terracotta finds, all of which 
point to a range of activities related to sacrifices, feasting, and the dedication of votive offerings. The rather small 
percentage of the animal bones that were burned came mostly from the femur and tail, i.e. from the particular parts 
of the animal considered to be the ‘god’s portion’. The majority of the bones were found unburnt, indicating that most 
of the meat for the sacrificial meals was prepared by stewing (Groot 2014).37 The assortment of vessel shapes, as well 
as the presence of faunal remains and iron knives indicates that animal sacrifice and feasting, probably in the form of 
communal meals, were among the focal points of cult activity on the Plakari hill. Votive practices can be seen via items 

36  First observations indicate that the majority of the pottery from Trench 1 displays a high degree of fragmentation and was probably broken 
intentionally (it is compatible with intentional breakage practices in other cult contexts)� Intentional breakage has also been observed at Eretria, 
in the Northern Sacrificial Area and at the sanctuary of Athena (Sandrine Huber pers. comm.)� 
37  Adult sheep and goats were the preferred animals for sacrifice among the debris in Trench 1, with cattle and pigs being sacrificed in smaller 
numbers (Groot 2014)� 

Figure 14�19a-b Finds north of the (trapezoidal) stone 
structure on Terrace 2 at Plakari. 

(© J. P. Crielaard; photograph: B. Brouwenstijn).
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such as jewellery, figurines, and plastic vases (the latest of which are a few sixth-century vases in the shape of animals, 
a siren and a kore: Crielaard et al. 2014: 4, fig. 3), plus small/miniature fine and coarse vessels. Cult activities may also 
be connected to maturation rites (Crielaard et al. 2014: 16-17; Crielaard forthcoming). It has been suggested that this 
sanctuary might have been dedicated jointly to Apollo and Artemis (Crielaard forthcoming).38

Evidence for the location of cult activity on the Plakari hill dates mainly to the Archaic and Classical periods and comes 
from the flat area termed Terrace 2, immediately north of Trench 1 (Figure 14.18), where various cult installations 
have been excavated (Crielaard et al. 2014: 13-15; Crielaard forthcoming; Crielaard and Songu forthcoming). An LG 
IIb oinochoe from the Workshop of Athens 897 (Charalambidou forthcoming b) found on Terrace 2 might have been 
deposited as an antique since no other Geometric sherds have been found here. Building A, a probable pantry and 
storage space for cult equipment and valuable goods, was built in this area in the late fifth century and remained in 
use until the third quarter of the fourth (Crielaard et al. 2013: 43-7; 2014: 8-11; see also Chidiroglou 2014; Crielaard 
2012b: 194-5; forthcoming; Crielaard and Songu forthcoming). Finds from this building comprise mainly fourth-
century plain and black-glazed pottery, and a variety of metal objects. But two objects from the interior of the 
building seem to be antiques or at least from earlier periods: an LPC conical oinochoe probably of the mid seventh 
century BC, and a terracotta kore figurine from the second half of the sixth (Crielaard et al. 2014: 10). A cult area 
with stone structures has also been discovered on Terrace 2: among the earliest finds here are a Protocorinthian 
piriform aryballos dating c. 650-625 BC (Figure 14.19b) and an aryballos probably from an East Greek production 
centre (Figure 14.19a) (Crielaard et al. 2014: 13, fig. 9a-b; Crielaard forthcoming). These two items were found 
immediately north of the trapezoidal stone structure mentioned above, which was probably used as an altar since 
burnt bones and other burnt material were found inside and next to it. To the west of it lay an assemblage of metal 
objects, including fragments of an iron thrusting spear, a bronze phiale mesomphalos and a horse figurine, plus a 
terracotta rattle in the shape of a bird. The assemblage suggests that this was the focal point of a variety of rituals 
(Crielaard et al. 2014: 13-15, figs. 10-11; Crielaard forthcoming). The Archaic material from Terrace 2 relates closely 
to the later, seventh- and sixth-century finds from Trench 1. 

Outside Euboea, at Oropos, the settlement at Skala (OSK property) included some cult areas in addition to buildings 
of domestic and communal/public character. Around 700/690 BC, changes took place in the use of space on the OSK 
property, with the abandonment of dwellings and (metal) workshops and the intensification of cult activity in the 
Central Quarter. A small number of stone structures or platforms built c. 700 BC (or early in the seventh century) 
form an open-air cult area (named the ‘Heroon’) which may be associated with the cult of the dead (Figure 14.20). 

38  Two pots with graffiti ΑΠ found inside the Classical Building A, as well as a sherd found at Plakari with the graffito ΑΡ, may identify the deity 
or deities venerated on the Plakari hill as Apollo and possibly Artemis (Chidiroglou 2014; see also Crielaard et al. 2013: 47; 2014: 17; Crielaard 
forthcoming; Crielaard and Songu forthcoming).

Figure 14�20 The ‘Heroon’ 
at the Central Quarter, OSK 

property, Oropos (© A. 
Mazarakis Ainian; drawing: 

A. Gounaris).
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According to Mazarakis Ainian (2002a: 161-4; 2007b: 164), 
this ensemble was probably for the commemoration of an 
important member of the settlement, perhaps a seafarer who 
had perished at sea and was later given exceptional honours. 
Among the stone structures here was a rectangular stone 
platform, found covered with ashes, which was built over 
the ruins of the hearth of the LG Building IA (Charalambidou 
2008: 156-63, 220-3; in preparation; Mazarakis Ainian 1998d: 
206-7; 2002a: 161-4; 2004a: 378; 2006-7: 91-2; 2007b: 159, 
164).39 The ‘Heroon’ appears contemporary with the last 
phase of use of the largest building in the Central Quarter, 
Building Θ (originally constructed in the late eighth century: 
Mazarakis Ainian 2002a: 158-61). In their vicinity lies also 
the round Building ΣΤ (also built in the last quarter of the 
eighth century) which has been interpreted as a small 
domestic shrine devoted to the cult of the nymph Halia and 
the Telchines, and associated with the metalworking quarter 
of Oropos (Mazarakis Ainian 2007b: 159, 164-5). This was 
possibly still standing, or at least its stone bench remained in 
use, in the early seventh century. All of these structures noted 
lay within the pre-existing LG monumental peribolos of the 
Central Quarter; originally associated with the Geometric 
settlement, the symbolic significance of this peribolos may 
now have been strengthened.40

In addition to a small number of vases, fragments of a few 
horse figurines and a terracotta lamp with a stand were 
found near the rectangular stone platform of the ‘Heroon’. 
A group of vases were found smashed very close to the 
stone structure XXXIV (again part of the ‘Heroon’), along 
with a few metal items, charcoal, calcined animal bones 
(possible evidence of burnt sacrifices), sea shells and a 
fragmentary terracotta boat model.41 The vases – drinking 
vessels, a slender jug with horizontal rim, a long-necked 
jug and an amphora fragment – were probably used for 
ritual dining/feasting and libations (Charalambidou 2008: 
156-61, 220-3, pls 108-12; in preparation) (Figure 14.21). 
Fragmentary horse figurines were also found inside the 
earlier monumental peribolos within which the structures/
platforms and Building Θ were located; others had been 
dumped outside (Mazarakis Ainian 2002a: 161). Excavation 
in the outer west wall of the monumental peribolos 
revealed part of a deposit of material probably related to 
the cult activities inside the peribolos, including pottery 
of the late eighth century and the first half of the seventh. 
Seventh- and early sixth-century pottery was also found 
in the area of this monumental enclosure (Charalambidou 
2008: 162-3, 170, 173; in preparation). This includes a 
Protoattic-style krater dated c. 700-690 BC (Figure 14.22) 
and a Euboean louterion of the first decades of the sixth 
century (Boardman’s Class D: Boardman 1952) (Figure 

39  See also Prakt 1996: 105-6; 1997: 67-9; 1998: 78� 
40  On the uses of this peribolos and periboloi at other Aegean sites: 
Mazarakis Ainian 2002b: 185-97; 2007b� 
41  Mazarakis Ainian (2002a: 161) observes that terracotta boat models 
alongside horse and mule figurines were also found in Italy, at 
contemporary Pastola, Pithekoussai, in a context identified by D’Agostino 
1994-5 as a sanctuary of Hera associated with a hero cult� 

Figure 14�21 Representative vases from the ‘Heroon’ 
(stone structure XXXIV): a. Closed shapes, b. Open shapes. 

(Drawings: A. Mazarakis Ainian and X. Charalambidou).



Xenia Charalambidou

142

Figure 14�23 Oropos Archaeological Museum ΩΚ/Πμμ11, 
louterion from the Central Quarter, OSK property. 

(Photograph: X. Charalambidou).

14.23). It remains possible that wares such as the long-
necked jugs found in the fill of the road in the South 
Quarter (see above) were originally associated with cult 
activities in the Central Quarter.

While the last phase of Building Θ is closely related to 
the ‘Heroon’, Węcowski (2014: 177-81) has identified 
the building in its earlier (LG IIb) phase as a communal 
house designed for elite feasting. It is unclear whether 
Building Θ was still in use in the early decades of the 
seventh century (maybe now for cult activities), or 
whether its abandoned ruins, together with the nearby 
stone structures, formed an ideal setting for ancestral 
rituals. A small number of seventh-century vases relate 
to this last phase of Building Θ, including a krater of 
the first half of the seventh century in Protoattic style, 
depicting two lions attacking a deer (Figure 14.24). 

Another stone structure or platform was found in the 
western extremity of the West Quarter of the OSK property, near to the apsidal Building ΛΔ (Mazarakis Ainian, this 
volume; Charalambidou in preparation).42 The presence of ash, burned soil and calcified stones upon it may again 
indicate cult activity involving burnt offerings and/or sacrifices. This platform seems to be roughly contemporary 
with the ‘Heroon’ in the Central Quarter. A vessel on a stand with a hole cut through its bottom was found nearby 
and is likely to be connected to these rituals.43 Building ΛΔ (Figure 14.11) was constructed on the transition from 
the eighth to the seventh century,44 and remained in use into the sixth. Finds date mainly to its sixth-century phase, 
and include miniature vessels, drinking vessels, loom weights,45 and a late seventh- or sixth-century lekythos with 
a hole drilled through the bottom associated with a foundation ritual in the immediate vicinity of the building’s 

42  See also Prakt 2008: 12-16; 2009: 35-6, 39; 2010: 11-13, 17�
43  A few vases with holes through their base (for libations?) have also been found at the Heroon at Eretria� 
44  A terminus post quem is provided by LG IIb Building ΛΕ, upon which ΛΔ partly rests. 
45  Loom weights are not only found in settlement contexts� See, for instance, examples from the Northern Sacrificial Area at Eretria (Huber 2003: 
especially pl� 134)�

Figure 14�22 Oropos 
Archaeological Museum 
ΩΚ/Πγ1919, krater from 
the Central Quarter, OSK 

property.  (Photograph: X. 
Charalambidou). 
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Figure 14�25a-c Pottery finds discovered south of Building ΛΔ΄, 
Oropos. (Drawings: B. Konnemann). 

Figure 14�24 Oropos Archaeological 
Museum ΩΚ/Πγ1625, krater from 
the Central Quarter, OSK property. 
(Photograph: X. Charalambidou).

a

b

c

walls.46 These finds may indicate that Building 
ΛΔ served domestic and cult functions (see also 
Mazarakis Ainian, this volume). To the south of 
it lay a stratum containing pottery mainly of the 
second half of the seventh and the first decades 
of the sixth century, including transport/storage 
vessels such as an SOS amphora (Figure 14.25a) 
and one or two central Euboean Gulf amphorae 
(Figure 14.25b-c). 

The platforms of the ‘Heroon’ in the Central 
Quarter were built around 700 BC, during a 
period of significant change in the use of the 
area of the OSK property when communal/
public and cult facilities replaced part of the 
residential and workshop area. As noted, while 
stone platforms have usually been connected with 
cults of ancestors or of the dead, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that they were also used for 
cult purposes in open-air sanctuaries (as, for 
example, in the case of Plakari-Karystos discussed 
above). In addition, the OSK property provides us 
with valuable information about the presence of 
cult contexts within the environs of settlements. 
This phenomenon merits further investigation in 
other parts of the Greek world. In the northern 
Aegean, for example, where there is at present 
a dearth of EIA-Archaic cult contexts, some cult 
practices might have been performed within 
domestic settings, but they are not very visible 
in the archaeological record (Charalambidou 
forthcoming a). 

Burial sites 

Few eighth- and seventh-century cemeteries have so 
far been found on Euboea. Before turning to Eretria, 
which has yielded significant information on EIA 

46  On foundation rituals see Hunt 2006�
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and Archaic funerary practices, let us briefly summarize 
what is known from other sites. The cemeteries of 
Lefkandi (Toumba, Skoubris, Chaliotis, Palia Perivolia 
and the east cemetery), some of which were already in 
use in Submycenaean (i.e. the Skoubris and Chaliotis 
burial plots), ceased to receive burials by the end of Sub-
Protogeometric (Lemos 2012: 170). This is despite the fact 
that settlement continued at Xeropolis until at least the 
end of the LG period. Two LG burials (a child inhumation 
and the enchytrismos of a newborn baby) have recently 
been found outside the limits of the Xeropolis settlement 
(Lemos 2012), close to the sea near the harbour (a 
comparable location to the Hygeionomeion cemetery at 
Eretria). Further research will determine whether these 
burials were part of a coastal cemetery (Lemos 2012: 
167, 170). At Chalkis evidence also consists largely of EIA 
burial plots (summarized in Charalambidou forthcoming 
a). Seventh-century graves have been reported on the 
Kallimanis Hill (Sampson [1976a: 15, 52, site no. 72], citing 
a report by Papadimitriou), but they are not published and 
the site requires further investigation. Further south, at 
Karystos, rescue excavation on the Plakari hill revealed 
LG architectural remains, perhaps of a settlement:47 an LG 
pyre on the south slope of the hill, if funerary, may indicate 
the presence of burials south of the sanctuary (Chidiroglou 

2003-4: 73-7). An ancient cemetery in the southwest part of the ancient city of Karystos (Chidiroglou 2015: 698) has not 
yet yielded seventh-century burials, but it has produced a small sixth-century funerary pithoid amphora with a depiction 
of a siren (MK 1550). This vessel is thought to be a local Karystian product, and held a child enchytrismos:48 it dates to the 
second quarter of the sixth century and is similar in shape to the Archaic Eretrian series of pithoid amphorae (see below) 
(Chidiroglou 2015). The earliest burial from this cemetery (T25) is Geometric.49 These two graves indicate that there 
may have been a long-lived cemetery in this part of Karystos, in use from the eighth century into the Archaic period. 
In the Euboean Gulf region, at Oropos, some 30 burials of the period c. 760-690 BC were found within the settlement on 
the OSK property (phases 3-5). Most were child burials found in or near houses, with close parallels in Eretrian funerary 
practice. They include burials in shaft or pit graves and enchytrismoi placed in shallow pits (Mazarakis Ainian 2007-8; 
2010b; Vlachou 2007; see also Lemos 2012: 167). Among the very few seventh-century vases associated with these burials 
is a long-necked jug, a central Euboean Gulf product of the first half of the century (Figure 14.26), which was found in a 
gravel layer above the LG IIb funerary pit IX50 (Charalambidou 2008: 174; in preparation).51 

At EIA Eretria, Blandin (2007) posited that the dead were buried according to their age and status. Fetuses and 
neonates were buried in enchytrismoi, usually without grave goods, while older children and sub-adults were often 
inhumed in pits with or without offerings.52 Adults were buried in pits or cremated on funerary pyres with their 
bones then placed in urns. Adult tombs are found in various burial plots, their location depending principally on 
the age and social status of the deceased. The most notable case of high-status burial at Eretria is the tomb group in 
the Heroon cemetery (often described as a family burial plot) dated c. 720-690/680 BC, where the cremated remains 
of both men and women were buried in bronze cauldrons.

The Hygeionomeion or West cemetery, which extends for some 150 x 30m along the coast, functioned from the 
Geometric period onwards (Figure 14.27). Kourouniotis, who first excavated here (Kourouniotis 1903; 1913),53 

47  Crielaard et al. (2013: 91-5) refer to this settlement, which developed to the northeast of the hill from the eighth to the fifth century and likely 
used the hilltop of Plakari as its acropolis and cult area� 
48  Grave goods inside the amphora comprise a lekanis and a small olpe� 
49  This grave contained a skyphos with a single pair of meander hooks in the main zone: Chidiroglou 2003-4: 698� 
50  Prakt 1996: 92; Vlachou 2007: 215� 
51  At Eretria, a very limited number of long-necked jugs have also been found in funerary contexts: an LG IIb example was placed in the mouth 
of a handmade amphora containing an enchytrismos (Blandin 2007: vol. ΙΙ, 100, Τ8.ΙΙ, ΜΕ 2579, pl. 171.3). A long-necked jug (Louvre CA 2365) 
was reported by Boardman (1952: 27, pl� 7, C12) to have been a grave offering, but there is no secure record of provenance� Otherwise, the vast 
majority of long-necked jugs are found in places of worship (see above)� 
52  The two child burials at Lefkandi follow the same pattern (Lemos 2012: 166)� 
53  See also Prakt 1897: 21-2; 1898: 95-9; 1900: 55� 

Figure 14�26 Oropos Archaeological Museum ΩΚ/Πγ869, 
long-necked jug from Oropos, OSK property. 

(Photograph: X. Charalambidou).
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unearthed eight in situ cremations and approximately 40 vase burials (see Crielaard 2007: 170). The in situ cremations 
(mainly open pits scorched by fire, and probably primary cremations) date to the MG II and LG periods and represent 
the first phase of the cemetery. These were adult burials, and were gathered near the edge of the cemetery, although 
some additional cremations were found amongst (and usually cut by) later burials in other areas (Crielaard 2007: 170-
1). In contrast to Kourouniotis’ conclusion that the Hygeionomeion cemetery was destined for infants and children 
from the beginning, Crielaard (2007) concluded that it began as a burial plot containing a small number of adult graves, 
probably of members of the elite, with evidence of various commemorative ceremonies (such as a heap of sizable 
stones preserving signs of heavy burning). At the end of LG, c. 700 BC, the Hygeionomeion cemetery (or a significant 
part of it) ceased to be used for adults and was given over to the burial of infants and small children (Crielaard 2007: 

Figure 14�27 Geometric Eretria showing the location of the Hygeionomeion cemetery. (© S. Verdan). 
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178; Lemos 2012: 168). As noted, for most of the eighth century child enchytrismoi at Eretria and Oropos were usually 
placed in the environs of houses, but at Eretria this practice changed towards the end of the eighth century. Such a 
shift in custom, which involved the separation of children from their household environment, demonstrates changes 
in their status and in the social order within the Eretrian community (Blandin 2007: vol. I, 65; Crielaard 2007: 178-9; 
Lemos 2012: 166). 

This change is also signalled by the extensive use of pithoid amphorae for child enchytrismoi (in some cases identified 
by the discovery of bones [Verdan 2015: 129]). Boardman’s (1952) classification of the various series of Eretrian 
pithoid amphorae included coarse examples with incised decoration dated mainly to the late eighth century or 
the first decades of the seventh, and decorated fine/semi-fine wheel-made pithoid amphorae predominantly of 
the seventh century (see also Crielaard 2007: 171, 178). The fine wheel-made Subgeometric pithoid amphorae 
(Boardman’s Groups A and B) are dated c. 710/700-650/640 BC, and the fine wheel-made orientalizing Group C from 
the second half of the seventh century (especially the last quarter) until the beginning of the sixth. Two further types 
of fine pithoid amphorae are those of Group D, of the first decades of the sixth century, and the mid sixth-century 
black-figure amphorae of Group E.54 Judging from their size and elaborate form and decoration, it seems that these 
vessels were specialized products with symbolic connotations. Verdan (2015) has proposed that the Eretrian pithoid 
amphorae used for burials, and especially those decorated with female iconographic subjects, relate to the female 
life cycle and the sphere of marriage. Whether these pithoid amphorae were specialized products manufactured for 
the burial of young females, who were seen as idealized brides-to-be, or whether they had a prior role in the oikos 
before being used for burial, is an open question. 

Long after Kourouniotis’ discovery of the Hygeionomeion cemetery, excavations conducted by Angelos Liangouras55 
(Figure 14.28) and Angeliki Andreiomenou56 unearthed a further part of it on the Spanou plot. Liangouras’ 
excavations revealed part of the eighth- and seventh-century phase of the cemetery. Some EIA sherds bore clear 

54  The scenes and motifs of many fine pithoid amphorae are paralleled on other fine ceramics from Eretrian, other Euboean, and Euboean Gulf 
workshops� For example, the figure scenes and subsidiary motifs on the pithoid amphorae of Group C find parallels in the stylistic repertoire 
of the long-necked jugs from Eretria (Huber 2013: 88; Verdan 2015: 129-30)� The subsidiary motifs of this class of fine pithoid amphorae also 
appear on other Eretrian and Euboean/Euboean Gulf vessels, both open and closed shapes, such as the large kotylai (e�g� Figure 14.2a-b from 
Zarakes and Oropos) or amphorae smaller than the pithoid amphorae� The same applies for the other classes of pithoid amphorae: for example, 
the confronted birds on Eretrian pithoid amphorae of Group D also occur in the main zone of Eretrian kraters/louteria (e�g� Figure 14.23 from 
Oropos)� 
55  ArchDelt 23 (1968) B: 230-1; ArchDelt 27 (1972) B: 340�
56  ArchDelt 29 (1973-4) B: 468; see also Andreiomenou 1976� 

Figure 14�28 The Hygeionomeion cemetery on the Spanou 
plot. (Reproduced by permission of A. Liangouras). 
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traces of burning which suggest that they came from 
cremations, a discovery which fits Crielaard’s (2007) 
argument that the cemetery began as a site of adult 
cremation burials. The fragmented nature of the finds 
indicates that these burials were disturbed probably 
in antiquity, perhaps during the construction of later 
graves. Seventh-century pottery is also present, 
with a few complete vases and several fragments 
mainly of fine wheel-made pithoid amphorae. These 
include a pithoid amphora with, on its principal face, 
a mythological scene in the neck panel and a sphinx 
in the handle zone (Figure 14.29).57 This is the only 
known Eretrian/Euboean fine pithoid amphora in the 
orientalizing tradition with a mythological scene. The 
only other seventh-century mythological scene known 
from Euboea is the depiction of centaurs on a relief 
pithos from the Apollo sanctuary at Zarakes (Figure 
14.17), but this vessel is assigned to a foreign craftsman 
(see above). The scene on the Eretrian pithoid amphora 
probably depicts an encounter or an abduction, possibly 
Boreas and Oreithyia (compare with LIMC III 1, 135-8).58 
Given the absence of securely associated grave goods, 
its date has been determined via stylistic analysis. 
The figure scenes and supplementary motifs (such 
as floral motifs) belong to Boardman’s orientalizing 
Type C, thus indicating a date in the final quarter of 
the seventh century or the early sixth. Traits such as 
the use of added white and red, and of incision, also 
serve as chronological markers. The mythological 
scene substantiates Verdan’s (2015) argument about 
the symbolism of these vessels. According to Langdon 
(2008: 201), abduction is the defining image of the 
bride: it captures, with a single metaphor, the fact and 
feeling of the bride’s transition to married adult status 
by employing clear gestures to establish the act of a 
man taking possession of a maiden. 

Liangouras’ excavations confirm that from c. 700 
BC onwards the Hygeionomeion cemetery was used 
largely for the burial of children.  Whether it was 
used exclusively for this purpose remains an open 
question, however. While children become more visible 
in Eretrian burials during the seventh century, adults 
are significantly less so. Where were adults buried 
in seventh-century Eretria? So far, there is almost 
no evidence. Adult burials continued in the Heroon 
cemetery until the end of the eighth or beginning of 
the seventh century (the latest interment recorded, 
Tomb 16, is a pit burial of a small child dated c. 680 BC, which contained an aryballos [Blandin 2007: vol. II, 55, pl. 
103.2]).59 In the Hygeionomeion cemetery, close examination of Liangouras’ 1968 published plan of the Spanou plot 
(Figure 14.28) reveals at least three skeletons which may be adult inhumations to judge by their size. These are 
near impossible to date as there are no associated grave goods and the cemetery remained in use for a long time. 

57  I thank Angelos Liangouras for permission to study the finds from the Spanou plot and the Mediterranean Archaeological Trust Foundation 
for funding the drawing of many representative vases from this material, including the drawing and conservation of this pithoid amphora� 
58  Detailed discussion of this vessel will be presented in a new paper� 
59  Again in the northeast of the settlement, on the OT 740 plot, a small number of burials (a possible pit grave and few child enchytrismoi) were 
identified and dated by Petros Themelis to the first decades of the seventh century (Prakt 1979: 53; 1980: 97; 1981: 150-1)� These are now mostly 
attributed by Blandin (2007: vol� II, 113-20) to the LG period, and especially towards the end of LG�

Figure 14�29 Eretria Archaeological Museum 19798, 
pithoid amphora with a mythological scene, Spanou plot. 

(Photograph: I. Iliadis). 
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If, however, a lack or a scarcity of grave goods was a seventh-century phenomenon, it could well explain the low 
visibility of adult burials in the archaeological record at Eretria. 

Society in crisis? Concluding remarks

Towards the end of the eighth century, Euboea was still an important node in Mediterranean trade networks. 
Substantial growth seems to have taken place during the eighth century, as evidence from the settlements, sanctuaries 
and cemeteries of Euboea, Oropos and the Euboean colonies in the Mediterranean shows (Charalambidou forthcoming 
a). Social developments at this time are reflected in the existence of a literate Euboean elite which adopted a sympotic 
lifestyle (Weçowski 2014). In the last quarter of the eighth century, a burial ritual with heroic connotations was adopted 
for adults at the Heroon cemetery at Eretria, while towards the end of the century changes are evident in the status 
of children. 

After the beginning of the seventh century there seem to have been rapid developments on Euboea and at Oropos. 
The most obvious are the reported abandonment of Lefkandi (and Oxylithos/Viglatouri?), as well as of several 
buildings and domestic compounds at Eretria and Oropos. At the same time, some new buildings and architectural 
forms, such as the monumental rectangular building/peribolos in the West Quarter of the OSK property (Oropos), 
make their first appearance around 700 BC. Early in the seventh century, a heroon (triangular in shape - a new 
architectural form on Euboea) was established at Eretria, with a further one possibly at Oropos (comprising stone 
structures/platforms). Cult buildings and structures at Eretria and Oropos and the possible ‘urban’ layout at Oropos 
may be associated with the (successful or unsuccessful) formation of poleis in the central Euboean Gulf region. 

In terms of its role in the Mediterranean, Euboea seems at least in part to have lost control of its trade networks 
after the early seventh century (see e.g. Vacek, this volume). A significant decrease in the number of Euboean 
exports is attested across the Mediterranean, with Euboean wares basically now confined to neighbouring regions 
(Charalambidou 2008: 288-340). I have emphasized elsewhere (Charalambidou 2011) that discussion of Euboea’s 
changing role during the seventh century only in the context of the Lelantine War may hide other (related or 
unrelated) phenomena that could enhance our understanding of the development of seventh-century Euboean 
and neighbouring communities. This is evident in other parts of the Greek world too. In the Cyclades, for instance, 
a number of sites shrank or were abandoned towards the end of the eighth century (Zagora and Ypsili on Andros, 
and Koukounaries on Paros), while at the same time new centres were established (such as Palaiopolis on Andros 
and Paroikia on Paros) (Morgan 2012; Vlachopoulos and Charalambidou forthcoming; see also Mazarakis Ainian, 
this volume). In the past, the abandonment of Zagora has also been associated with the effects of the Lelantine war 
(Parker 1997: 91-3). But the evidence suggests that the abandonment of certain sites and the creation of new ones 
in the Cyclades can better be understood as the result of synoikism. Of course not all changes at settlements can be 
interpreted in this way. Inhabitants may have moved to other areas within the limits of the same site or beyond for a 
variety of different motives and on different timescales. Some examples from Euboea and Oropos may indicate such 
movements of people: the abandonment of the Xeropolis tell at Lefkandi (whether or not as a result of the Lelantine 
War) may reflect movement to another part of Lefkandi or even to another site altogether. The abandonment of 
several domestic complexes at Eretria and Oropos may also signal movements probably of minor scale and impact 
within the same site, and sometimes they may reveal changes in the use of inhabited areas. 

Looked at from another angle, pottery cannot be perceived as a political statement. As John Papadopoulos (2005: 
577) rightly observes, ‘ceramics do not equal history’. And although it is unsafe to draw wide-ranging conclusions 
about seventh-century society on the basis of ceramic evidence alone, different factors – such as persistent 
Geometricizing pottery traditions, the lack of clear contexts, and the lack of seventh-century chrono-typologies – 
go some way to explaining why the seventh century seems relatively obscure in the archaeological record. We often 
have to address the question of whether seventh-century evidence is genuinely absent or whether we fail to see it 
because of our preconceptions about its appearance.

At several sites on Euboea, pottery studies need to advance in order to provide evidence for the relative dating of 
seventh-century contexts and to offer better reflections on society. The best documented site, Eretria, and other sites 
such as Chalkis, Amarynthos, Zarakes, Plakari-Karystos, as well as Oropos on the opposite coast, can now provide us 
with a wealth of new information which will be enhanced as studies of the seventh-century material progress. At 
Eretria, we can discern changes in society and in the role of pottery in the seventh century. Men become less visible 
in cult and funerary contexts. Vases such as kantharoi or the large, often lavishly decorated, kraters (frequently in the 
Geometric period with depictions of horses) considered hallmarks of eighth-century Eretrian feasts/banquets and 
usually associated with the Eretrian male aristocracy (see e.g. Huber 2013: 79-83; Verdan 2013; Simon and Verdan 2014; 
see also Węcowski 2014), are much less evident in seventh-century contexts. Certain shifts in some of the preferred 
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tablewares and especially in the iconography of finewares may relate to changes in consumption in the male sphere. 
But evidence for feasting using a wide range of tableware continues to be found at cult places such as the seventh-
century Heroon. Furthermore, kotylai are among the most favoured drinking vessels in the seventh century, with 
large kotylai (not only at Eretria but also at Zarakes and Oropos) used alongside conventionally sized ones, again 
signalling shifts in drinking/feasting habits or rituals. And while changes in preferred vessel shapes and iconography 
can reflect contemporary fashion and new symbolism, changes in vessel capacity and in serving equipment have 
practical implications (see also Morgan, this volume). Moreover, there seems to have been a rise in the visibility of 
women at Eretrian sanctuaries in the seventh century, since we find numerous vases related to female dedicators 
and participants, the most common being certain types of ceremonial vessel, especially miniature hydriae and long-
necked jugs. 

In addition, the number of adult burials (of both men and women) is extremely low, while child burials in funerary 
pithoid amphorae are commonly found in the Hygeionomeion cemetery at Eretria (when this necropolis was [largely] 
given over to children). Funerary feasts as signals of human interaction, displays of power, and commensality at 
the tomb are not so far readily visible in the known burials, but feasts still appear prominently at cult sites. The 
formation of ‘citizen states’ (for the term, which emphasizes citizen participation in Greek poleis, see Whitley 
2014b) seems to have been advanced with community bonds achieved by the communal drinking and feasting in 
temples, heroa and other public buildings so far attested at Eretria, Plakari-Karystos, and Oropos. 

A possible explanation for the decreased visibility of men at seventh-century Eretria is that with changes in Euboea’s 
role in the Aegean and the Mediterranean, the Eretrian male aristocracy lost part of its lifestyle (though this lifestyle 
may have lingered longer in the colonial world; see D’Acunto, this volume). These phenomena may indicate social 
consequences linked to the changing role of men and women in the seventh-century Eretrian community. At the 
same time, emphasis on ceremonial vases, such as those used for enchytrismoi at Eretria, seems to be part of a wider 
phenomenon: it is also seen in the Cyclades, for example, where we may note the ‘Melian’/Parian style discussed by 
Photini Zaphiropoulou in this volume, or the Linear style (Knauss 1997). 

These specialized productions at Eretria were evident from the late eighth century, and seem to have intensified 
during the seventh (continuing into the sixth). They catered for the social personae of babies (vases for enchytrismoi) 
and women (miniature hydriae and long-necked jugs used for special female rituals); and here we may compare 
Protoattic wares in Attica, which were also related to funerary and cult rituals (see e.g. Whitley 1994a). A first hint 
of the existence of local (Karystian) specialized products has recently been observed in sixth-century Karystos. 
Further indications of specialization can also be discerned in the local seventh-century relief coarse pottery found 
at another Euboean cult area, the Apollo sanctuary at Zarakes. 

Alongside specialized productions of certain vessel types and iconographies which can be related to specific age 
and gender groups, Subgeometric pottery following Geometric paths was used in abundance for daily, funerary and 
cult needs in almost all known sites on Euboea with seventh-century contexts, and at Oropos. Their use for a wide 
range of activities reveals that they pervaded pottery production and consumption in this region. Evidently, despite 
the sharp reduction in the consumption of Euboean pottery outside Euboea, which is interpreted as evidence of 
diminishing trade, communities on Euboea and at Oropos managed to adjust to the new circumstances of the 
seventh century. 
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