
VU Research Portal

Climbing the socioeconomic ladder

Vigh, M.

2020

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Vigh, M. (2020). Climbing the socioeconomic ladder: Essays on sanitation and schooling. [PhD-Thesis -
Research and graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/2d5c9393-614a-44a4-9d1e-c0278cdc05ed


Abstract 

As recently as in 2015, almost 10 percent of the world’s population did not have access to clean drinking 

water and sanitation facilities, which are necessary for a healthy life. This dissertation investigates 

whether a behavior-change oriented intervention in the community can provide a solution for increasing 

sanitation coverage, especially when the program also provides clean drinking water. The 

complementarities between the sanitation and water source intervention are investigated in Chapter 3. 

The selection of the program locations provides a dilemma between learning from the program and 

targeting the communities where the program may provide the most value. When the second option is 

chosen, evaluating the impact of the program becomes more complicated. Chapter 2 introduces a 

method that allows the estimation of the average treatment effect when the program locations are 

chosen based on the highest expected program impacts. Access to education is important for 

socioeconomic prosperity and at the same time better-off families are more likely to educate their 

children. Chapter 4 investigates whether intergenerational educational mobility, or providing more 

equal access to education to children of all backgrounds, increases economic prosperity in India. 


