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ABSTRACT 

 
The subject of this thesis is traditional worship in Baptist churches in Belarus, which in 

its typical form is composed of a combination of preaching, singing, prayer, and a number of 

other components in different forms, quantities, proportions and order. The focus of the thesis 

is to explore internal conflicts in worship which result from the process of shaping and 

adjusting historical contexts of worship to the local and current context. 

The first part, where primary sources, documents and texts concerning worship are 

explored, covers the issues of the origin and development of the evangelical movement in 

Belarus. It analyses a variety of influences and connections, and reveals a conflict between 

local, or Russian-speaking, and foreign traditions arising within the process of adapting some 

western forms for the eastern situation. It also contains the analysis of the theological, religious, 

and political contexts that have influenced worship formation and content. 

The second part covers the current shape of traditional Belarusian Baptist worship, its 

structure, content, duration, space of worship, and some of its theological emphases such as 

simplicity, centrality of the Bible, the principle of ‘edification,’ and evangelistic zeal. 

Participant observation, historical and contemporary documents, as well as questionnaires and 

structured interviews play an important role at this stage of research.  

Some inner contradictions between the declared character and the practice of 

worship are identified, raising the question of the nature of the changes that would be 

contextually appropriate for this particular expression of Baptist identity. The third part 

engages in the critique of internal conflicts between freedom and forms, individual and 

corporate aspects, and the sacral and secular character of worship. Reflections on seemingly 

conflicting features open the door for possible avenues for holding them in creative tension and 

enriching the current practice. At the same time this study demonstrates that tensions are an 

integral part of worship and they are in some way inherent in the nature of worship itself.   

  
 


