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Society for the 
Anthropology of Europe 
OTHON ALEXANDRAKIS, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

In my capacity as SAE contributing editor for 2011– 
12, I would like to announce the new theme, “Social 
Movements,” that will inform the contributions to 
this column over the next year. 

Crisis and Revolt in Europe By 

Dimitris Dalakoglou (U Sussex) 

Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Spain are just 
some of the countries of the European periphery that 
have been victims of the current crisis of capitalism. 
This crisis saw, among other developments, the 
governments of Greece, Portugal and Ireland receiving 
a loan from the IMF/EU/ECB “troika.” These loans 
came with structural adjustment programs, which 
eliminate welfare and social provisions: two of the 
pillars of the political and social consensus that most 
European countries were enjoying. This new 
governance—that instructs public cuts and alters so 
radically the notions of public in Europe—has also 
spread to other countries which did not get an IMF/EU 
loan, most notoriously to the UK, where public 
expenses for higher education were minimized and the 
dismantling of public heath-care is on the way. 

Expectedly with this response to the crisis we have 
seen the people revolt against their governments. The 
London riots of August 2011 provide the most recent 
example. These were preceded by the occupation and 
smashing of the headquarters of the governing 
Conservative party during one of the largest anti-cut 
marches in November 2010. In Spain the indignados 
have attracted a lot of attention, as have the 
aghanaktismenoi of Greece who occupied the squares of 
their cities for many weeks during that summer of 2011 
protesting against harsh austerity policies. 

This is not the first time in recent European history 
that an experimental type of governance has been 
applied. Within the context of EU expansion to Eastern 
Europe in the 1990s, the EU leadership undertook the 
role of implementing a neoliberalist development of 
economies new to capitalism, forming a governance of 
minimum public sector, limited social provisions, 
precarious labor, glorification of private sector etc. 
Anthropologists who happen to have research experience 
both in post-socialist countries and in Greece, could not 
possibly fail to notice the resemblance between the 
structural adjustments that were implemented in some of 
these countries in the 1990s by EU, WB, EBRD or IMF 
and those being deployed in Greece today. However, 
there are differences: the experimental governance in 
most of Eastern Europe came at a rather optimistic and 
systemically transitional period, as people had just 
overthrown repressive regimes by popular revolts that 
were demanding novelty. On the contrary, in Greece the 
new governance is a much more enforced one, which 
besides harsh public cuts, it implements conditions of 
rapid and mass impoverishment of the population, while 
simultaneously it emphasizes policing and repression 
leading to extreme tensions and conflicts, given that 
people protest against the unfair situation in which they 
find themselves. 

Europe was not a place of social peace before the 
outbreak of the crisis though. The first major anti-
globalization protest after the famous battle of Seattle was 
staged in Prague, in 2000, when several thousand 
international activists marched against the IMF and the 
WB during the organizations’ meeting. Then in July 2001 
half a million marched and clashed with Italian police in 
Genoa, during the anti-G8 demonstration. In December 
2001 anti-capitalist activists, along with worker unions 
demonstrated in Brussels opposing the European 
Constitution—a document which facilitated the 
deployment of the new governance we see today. Then 
the marginalized youth of France revolted in 2005, while 
the youth of Greece followed three years later, in 2008. 
Over the last few years, the list of social movements in 
Europe seems to have grown endlessly, and during the 
preparation of this article, many thousands of people are 
about to occupy the London Stock Exchange, protesters 
have occupied the square in front of the parliament of 
Ireland in Dublin, while in Greece several government 
ministries are occupied by workers and wildcat strikes are 
storming the country, to mention but a few of the events 
of this week. Arguably, the last time that we had seen so 
much popular—and to a certain extent spontaneous—
social turbulence in Europe was when people in socialist 
countries took to the streets and the squares of their cities 
and overthrew the regimes that had evolved in repressive 
dictatorial mechanisms. 

Contact Contributing Editor Othon Alexandrakis at 
othonalexandrakis@trentu.ca. 
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