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Tebello Mahamo was born in Maseru (Lesotho) on April 6th, 1981. She 

completed her undergraduate studies in Chemical, Molecular and 

Cellular Sciences, specializing in Chemistry and Biochemistry at the 

University of Cape Town (UCT), South Africa, in 2003. During this time 

she did a short internship at the South African Petroleum Refineries in 

Durban, South Africa. She then obtained a Masters degree in 

Chemistry from UCT in 2008. Her Masters project focused on the 

thermal behavior of palladacycloalkane complexes and their 

precursors. In 2006 she was awarded the Carolina MacGillavry PhD 

Fellowship by the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 

(KNAW) to pursue PhD studies. She started a joint PhD degree 

between Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VUA) and University of Cape 

Town in 2007, under the supervision of Prof. Dr. K. Lammertsma 

(VUA), Prof. J. R. Moss and subsequently Dr. G. Smith (UCT). Her 

PhD work dealt with iminophosphine ligands, whose palladium and 

platinum complexes were applied in two areas of interest, namely 

palladium-catalyzed carbon-carbon coupling reactions, and the thermal 

behavior of platinacyclic compounds. Work from her Masters and PhD 

theses has been presented at several conferences including the 

International Symposium on Homogeneous Catalysis (ISHC), 

International Conference on Coordination Chemistry (ICCC), and 

Chemistry As Innovating Science (CHAINS). In March 2013 she took 

up a position as a Postdoctoral research fellow at the University of 

Johannesburg, South Africa, under the supervision of Prof. J. Darkwa. 


