
VU Research Portal

Looking for and making sense of 'special' words

Pineda Zapata, P.

2015

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Pineda Zapata, P. (2015). Looking for and making sense of 'special' words: Metaphor recognition and
interpretation by schoolchildren. [PhD-Thesis - Research and graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 24. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/a670e2ba-7228-4e16-80b6-3722d73bff95


Patricia Pineda

Looking for and making sense
of ‘special’ words 

Metaphor recognition and interpretation
by schoolchildren

Metaphor research with children has focused primarily on metaphor 
comprehension typically exploring the type of mapping(s) involved, the knowledge 
of domains, and age related aspects, showing that even young children can 
already interpret metaphor provided they have sufficient domain knowledge 
and metalinguistic and metacognitive skills. In general however these studies 
have not sufficiently taken into account that metaphor is a phenomenon of 
language use.     

This dissertation takes a novel approach, widening the scope of analysis of 
children metaphor recognition and interpretation in written language by 
analysing the influence of age, reading comprehension and metaphor properties.  
The use of a three dimensional model of metaphor in language, thought, and 
communication brings a new perspective to metaphor studies with children. A 
special feature of this research is that it concerns Spanish speaking children, 
a language in which metaphor has received substantially less attention than 
in English. It is the first study that explores the presence of nominal (A is B) 
metaphors and verbal metaphors in Spanish texts from literature and science 
intended for children. 

This publication may be of particular interest to psychologists involved in 
language development, scholars implementing metaphor research with children 
and teachers of language. They may find new ideas to further the learning about 
metaphor understanding and language development.
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