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Despite the progress made under the millennium development initiative, 
limited school-participation continues to pose a problem in many
developing countries. This thesis starts with a review of the latest
evidence on the eff ectiveness and feasibility of interventions that aim
to increase school participation in developing countries. The thesis then 
proceeds to examine two aspects of school participation in developing 
countries more closely, building on experimental and quasi-experimental 
evidence from Malawi. First, the thesis explores the wide-ranging side
eff ects of conditional cash transfer programs, a policy intervention
extensively used to boost school participation. Second, the thesis shows 
that, contrary to the consensus in the literature, school quality can play
an important role in school participation.

Jacobus Joost de Hoop graduated in Tinbergen Institute’s MPhil program 
in 2007. His primary research interests are impact evaluation and the 
economics of education and health in Sub-Saharan Africa. He worked for 
the World Bank as a fi eld manager on the Zomba Cash Transfer Project in 
Malawi and was involved in an evaluation of the impact of budget support 
to Zambia’s Ministry of Education. After submitting his thesis he accepted
a position as a Marie Curie Postdoctoral Fellow at the Paris School of
Economics.
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