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Oxford Teaching Excellence Awards 2013–14 
 

The Teaching Excellence Awards for 2013–14 were presented by the Vice-Chancellor at 
a reception at Rhodes House on 24 November. Introducing the event, the Vice-
Chancellor spoke of the importance of acknowledging the dedicated work across the 
University both of teachers and of those whose technical and professional expertise, for 
instance in libraries, laboratories and computing, make an essential contribution to the 
support of learning by our students. In all, 39 awards were made this year by the 
Humanities, Social Sciences and MPLS Divisions, and there were also awards from the 
Department for Continuing Education, the Bodleian Libraries and from the OxTALENT 
award scheme, which recognises best practice in the use of IT in teaching. 15 of the 
awards were grants for the development of new courses or teaching resources. In 
addition, the event celebrated the achievement of the winners of this summer's OUSU 
Student-led Teaching Awards. 

 
 

Humanities 
 
Teaching Excellence Awards 
 
Name:  Dr Judith Wolfe, St John's, Theology and Religion  
Citation: Dr Judith Wolfe is being recognised for her exceptional 

contribution as co-ordinator of graduate training in the 
faculty. She has improved and enhanced the existing 
‘Preparation for Learning and Teaching’ module, and taken 
responsibility for the design and implementation of a new 
Graduate Teaching Training Scheme. Her hard work has been 
invaluable in ensuring increased teaching opportunities for 
postgraduates and in standardising the availability of 
undergraduate revision classes. 
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Names: Dr Maria del Pilar Blanco, Trinity, Medieval and Modern   
   Languages 
  Dr Ben Bollig, St Catherine’s, Medieval and Modern Languages 
  Dr Maria Donapetry, Balliol, Medieval and Modern Languages 
  Dr Claire Williams, St Peter's, Medieval and Modern Languages 

 
    
 
    
  

Citation:  Dr Maria del Pilar Blanco, Dr Ben Bollig, Dr Maria Donapetry and Dr 
Claire Williams are being recognised for their innovative and 
unique contributions towards teaching in their planning and 
delivering a new undergraduate Special Paper in Latin American 
Film. This new special paper is unusual in that it is a cross-sub-
faculty paper, and it centres on a progressive approach to teaching 
based on team-taught seminars which put the undergraduates 
centre-stage. Excellent student feedback complements their 
achievement. 

 
Project Grants 
 
Names: Dr Jonathan Prag, Merton, Classics 
  Dr Alexandra Mullen, All Souls, Classics  
  Dr Hannah Cornwell, Oriel and Trinity, Classics   
  Dr Charles Crowther, Queen’s, Ancient History and Classical  
   Archaeology 
Citation: Dr Jonathan Prag and his team members Dr Charles Crowther, Dr 

Alexandra Mullen and Dr Hannah Cornwell have been awarded this 
grant for their project ‘Digital techniques in the study of ancient 
epigraphy: transforming MSt/MPhil teaching’. The project aims to 
develop and embed the teaching of two essential digital 
technology-based skills into Master’s-level training in epigraphy, 
and will put Oxford at the forefront of epigraphic training. The 
funding will be used for a workshop to develop and consolidate the 
team members’ ability to deliver the relevant teaching in house in 
future years. 

 
Names: Professor Daniel Wakelin, St Hilda's, English  
  Dr Martin Kauffmann, Bodleian Libraries 

 
 

Citation: Professor Daniel Wakelin and Dr Martin Kauffmann have been 
awarded a grant for their joint project ‘Graduate teaching 
internship in medieval manuscript studies’. A partnership between 
the Faculty of English and the Special Collections Department of 
the Bodleian, it will create an opportunity for two DPhil candidates 
to gain experience in teaching and curatorial duties tailored to the 
requirements of medieval manuscript studies. The project will be 
open to students from any faculty within the Humanities Division 
whose work could be considered part of Medieval Studies. 
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Department for Continuing Education 
 
Project Grants 
 
Name:  Dr Martin Ruhs, Kellogg    
Citation: Dr Martin Ruhs is Director of Studies for Political Economy, and he 

also teaches for the Blavatnik School and for International 
Relations. His project grant is to support the development by TALL 
(the department's Technology Assisted Lifelong Learning unit) of 
his InfoMap tool as part of his online course on international 
labour migration. InfoMap will allow students to post notes on 
their findings on a map at the relevant geographical location. This 
will facilitate comparisons across countries and support interactive 
analysis and debate. Dr Ruhs and a colleague also won a project 
grant from the Social Sciences Division. 

 
Names: Dr Alison Macdonald, Kellogg 
  Dr David Griffiths, Kellogg 

 
     

Citation: This project grant has been awarded to Dr Alison Macdonald and 
Dr David Griffiths to support design and development work on a 
new and improved version of OUDCE's undergraduate Certificate 
in Archaeology. The course will include new online elements as 
well as field training, and it will make full use of Oxford's museums.  
The design will aim to mesh more satisfactorily with the 
department's part-time BA in Archaeology. 

 

Bodleian Libraries 
 
Teaching Excellence Award 
 
Name:  Mrs Angelina Gibson, Social Science Library  
Citation: Angelina Gibson is the Slavonic and Eurasian Subject consultant at 

the Social Science Library and is being recognised for delivering 
tailored workshops and providing research support consultations 
to students on the Russian and East European Studies programme.  
This support, embedded within the department's research 
methods training, sets a gold standard for developing information 
skills. 

 
Individual Award for the Support of Learning and Teaching 
 
Name:  Mr Oliver Bridle, Radcliffe Science Library  
Citation: Oliver Bridle is the subject librarian for Biology and Forestry at the 

Radcliffe Science Library and is being recognised for his library 
induction mobile app ‘Library Assistant for Oxford Freshers’.  This 
is making an important contribution to teaching new students 
about library services and resources. Oliver also received an 
OxTALENT award for the app that he has made for this project. 
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Team Awards for the support of learning and teaching 
 
Names: Mrs Elizabeth McCarthy, Communications Department 
  Miss Kate Lindsay, IT Services 
  Mr Stephen Eyre, IT Services 

 

Citation: Elizabeth McCarthy is the Communications and Social Media 
Officer and, along with Kate Lindsay and Steve Eyre in IT Services, 
she developed the Engage: Social Media Michaelmas programme.  
This programme offers social media and digital communications 
training to academics and researchers. 

 
Names: Ms Madeline Slaven, Bodleian Conservation and Collection Care  
  Mrs Sallyanne Gilchrist, Bodleian Conservation and Collection Care 
  Ms Jennifer Varallo, Bodleian Conservation and Collection Care 
  Ms Sandrine Decoux, Bodleian Conservation and Collection Care 
  Mr Richard Newman, Bodleian Conservation and Collection Care 
  Ms Nicola O'Toole, Continuing Education 
Citation: The Bodleian Exhibitions team is being recognised for supporting 

academic research, teaching and learning through organising 
displays and exhibitions of Bodleian Collections. 

 
Names: Ms Cathy Scutt, Bodleian Education Library 
  Ms Sophia Staves, Bodleian Education Library 

 

Citation: Cathy Scutt and Sophia Staves are being recognised for using 
innovative IT support in library inductions to students via Mobile 
Library Assistant. Cathy and Sophia also received an OxTALENT 
award for this project. 

 

Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences 
 
Teaching Excellence Awards 
 
Name:  Dr Joanna Barstow, Physics  
Citation: This was the first year when an award was given for the special 

purpose of acknowledging public engagement in science. There 
was very strong competition in the category, and the award was 
made to Dr Joanna Bartsow for her work on the 'Oxford Sparks' 
website. The panel were particularly impressed with depth and 
breadth of her contributions. 

 
Name:  Dr Nicholas Green, Oriel, Chemistry 
Citation: This award is made in recognition of Dr Nicholas Green's 

contribution to teaching and learning in Chemistry. His work has 
been outstanding and praised by students and staff alike. 
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Name:  Professor Elspeth Garman, Brasenose,  Life Sciences Doctoral 
   Training Centre and  Biochemistry 
Citation: Professor Elspeth Garman has been given an award in 

acknowledgment of her dedication in education at every level. She 
works with undergraduates in biochemistry and graduates in the 
Life Sciences Doctoral Training Centre to ensure that they have a 
sound grasp of the mathemematics needed for their specialties and 
appropriate for their level. She makes the subject accessible and 
entertaining. She takes care to find relevant examples to illustrate 
her courses, and she is expert in teaching those with a biological 
background everything from basic maths to vector calculus.                         
Elspeth is known for encouraging young researchers to teach, 
whether they be DPhil students or postdocs. She observes their 
teaching and gives guidance and support. She is equally critical of 
her own teaching; never being content to let her own courses rest 
but always looking to make them better. If that were not enough, 
she is internationally known for her activity in public outreach in 
the sciences through public lectures and the media, and she is keen 
to see that equipment that may no longer be needed here is passed 
on and put to good use in developing countries. Elspeth also won 
an OUSU Student-led teaching award. 

 
Name:  Professor Steve Simon, Somerville, Physics 
Citation: This award is in recognition of Professor Steve Simon's teaching in 

his lecture course on condensed matter physics. He engages with 
his audience by bringing a fresh approach to the subject with an 
emphasis on the depth of the theory he is covering. He has 
produced a book to support his course, and students find it 
particularly accessible and modern in its approach – a far cry from 
the classic undergraduate texts in this area. 

 
Name:  Professor Brian Follett, Zoology 
Citation: Professor Sir Brian Follett has taught in Zoology on a voluntary 

basis ever since retiring as Vice-Chancellor at the University of 
Warwick in 2004. His area is vertebrate physiology, and, in recent 
years, he has lectured on adaptations to the environment in a 
module which he himself set up, and he also gives tutorials (for 
which he may see some 50 undergraduates each year). His energy 
and dedication are phenomenal, and his feedback consistently the 
most glowing of any teacher on the course. He is known for his 
charismatic and witty style which can maintain engagement even 
first thing on a Monday morning. Only now, at 75, has he decided 
the time has come to retire again. A great many students are deeply 
indebted to him. 
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Project Grant 
 
Names: Dr Janet Dyson, Mansfield, Mathematics 
  Dr Richard Earl, Worcester, Mathematics 
Citation: The division is pleased to be supporting an imaginative project to 

strengthen the effectiveness of tutorials in mathematics. Dr Janet 
Dyson and Dr Richard Earl have been awarded a project grant to 
work with the University's Online Media Producer to produce  
professionally edited videos showing how tutorials  work. The 
intention is to intersperse video clips of tutorials with  
commentary aimed informing each of three target audiences with 
little or no experience of the Oxford tutorial. There will be a video 
for prospective students, another for graduate students training to 
teach, and a third for new members of faculty perhaps bringing 
significant teaching experience but not of tutorials. 

 

Social Sciences 
 
The Social Sciences Division runs two award rounds, one late in the year (late 2013) and 
a second in the summer (summer 2014). 
 
Awards made in 2013 
 
Project Awards 
 
Name:  Dr Mary Bosworth, St Cross, Law – Centre for Criminology 
Project: Knowledge exchange in custodial research: ethics, access and  
  policy 
 The project facilitates a series of knowledge-exchange-based 

seminars, bringing together academics and practitioners working 
on and in custodial environments, to provide a resource to doctoral 
students working in related areas within Oxford and at other 
universities. 

 
Name:  Dr Vili Lehdonvirta, Oxford Internet Institute  
Project:  Crowdsourcing in social research: developing a full-day doctoral 
  workshop 
 The project seeks to significantly update and improve the existing 

workshop offered as part of the Social Sciences Division's Doctoral 
Training Centre to expand it into a full-day event which gives 
participants real hands-on experience in the use of crowdsourcing 
for data collection and analysis. 
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Name:  Dr Lars-Erik Malmberg, St Cross, Education 
Project: Models for intrapersonal analyses of diary and intensive  
  longitudinal data 

With the rise of user-friendly and affordable electronic tools for 
collecting intensive longitudinal data, and with the implementation 
of advanced models for intrapersonal analysis in software, the aim 
of the project is to enhance capacity to plan, design and carry out a 
future teaching module in the Doctoral Training Centre. Using the 
workshop as a pilot, the intention is to propose an advanced course 
on ‘models for intrapersonal analyses’ for the DTC for forthcoming 
years. 

 
Names: Dr Nigel Fancourt, Education 
  Dr Martin Ruhs, Kellogg, Continuing Education 
Project: Mixed methods for social sciences 
 The course will introduce and critically discuss mixed methods 

approaches in theory and practice. While including a strong 
theoretical and conceptual component, the course aims to be very 
practical by critically discussing a series of examples of mixed-
methods research in action at different departments in Oxford.  
Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to explain, 
share and discuss the methodological challenges of their own 
research. Dr Ruhs also won a project grant from the Department 
for Continuing Education. 

 
Names: Dr Camilla Stack 
  Dr Andreas Murr, Politics and International Relations 
Project:  Fresher's Research Methods Fair for the Social Sciences 
 This half-day methods fair will offer introductory sessions on the 

most widely recognised and popularly used of the major 
approaches available to, and issues facing, Social Sciences 
researchers. The aim is to give a broad overview of methodology in 
this field to inform and prepare doctoral students embarking on 
research projects in selecting the appropriate methodology for 
their research question. 

 
Names: Dr Susan James, Pembroke and St Anne's, Education 
  Ms Jennifer Allen, Green Templeton, Education 
Project:  Becoming a researcher: a personal and professional skills-

development course for MSc students 
 The project is a pilot version of a one-term personal and 

professional skills-development course for MSc students within the 
Department of Education (with a view to potentially expanding 
provision across the Social Sciences Division through online 
and/or in-person delivery if the pilot is successful). 
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Names: Dr Chris McKenna, Brasenose, Saïd Business School 
  Mr Ali Aslan Gümüsay, Christ Church, Saïd Business School 
  Dr Kate Blackmon, Merton, Saïd Business School 
Project: Developing and enhancing the undergraduate experience through 

technological innovation in the classroom: the use of Clicker 
technology in the General Management course 

 The project is intended to support and further enhance the early 
experimental teaching with the use of interactive keypads, or 
'clickers'. The project will build upon the trials of the technology 
that have already taken place in the Business School, as part of a 
larger project to introduce a number of technological innovations 
over the coming years. 

 
Awards made in 2014 
 
Teaching Excellence Awards 
 
Name:  Dr Sergi Pardos-Prado, Merton, Politics and International Relations 
Citation: Dr Sergi Pardos-Prado is being recognised for his teaching style 

and depth of interaction with students, including reviving a PPE 
reading group, introducing PPE talks at his college and conducting 
two study-skills sessions for freshers. 

 
Name:  Dr Neil Carrier, St Anne's, School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies – 
   African Studies Centre 
Citation: Dr Neil Carrier is being recognised for his outstanding contribution 

to teaching, including conceiving, designing and teaching an 
innovative new option course on the MSc programme. This new 
course has brought language instruction to the MSc for the first 
time, and has received particularly positive feedback from 
students. 

 
Name:  Dr Evelyn Ersanilli, Kellogg, International Development 
Citation: Dr Evelyn Ersanilli is being recognised for her outstanding and 

innovative contribution to teaching, including transforming the 
teaching of research methods on the MSc in Migration Studies 
through creative thinking, attention to detail and turning methods 
learning into multi-dimensional experiences. 
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Project Awards 
 
Name:  Dr Daniel Caro, Education  
Project:  Bayesian statistics and analysis of international large-scale 

assessment data in the R environment 
 The project consists of a four-day workshop on the analysis of 

international large-scale assessment (LSA) data under the 
Bayesian framework in the R open-source statistical environment.  
The workshop is conceived as a pilot for a teaching module on 
‘Advanced research methods for the analysis of international 
assessment data’ in the Doctoral Training Centre. Through applied 
examples with PISA, TIMSS and PIRLS data, the workshop will 
demonstrate the Bayesian perspective and how it provides a 
powerful alternative to the frequentist perspective. 

 
Names: Dr Inge Daniels, St Cross, Institute of Social and Cultural   
   Anthropology 
  Dr Elizabeth Ewart, St Peter's, Institute of Social and Cultural  
   Anthropology 
Project:  Collaborative teaching: incorporating web-based resources and 

technologies 
 This project seeks to explore the potential and benefits of 

collaborative teaching and to develop web-based learning 
resources to enhance and significantly improve the delivery of the 
MSc/MPhil in Social Anthropology. Building on initial experiences 
over the past four years of collaborative teaching and supervision 
on the MSc/MPhil in Social Anthropology, the project proposes to 
enhance the approach further by developing web-based teaching 
and learning resources to support teaching, expand the intellectual 
content and add to the students’ educational experience on the 
degree. 

 
Name:  Dr Cathryn Costello,  St Antony's, International Development and 
   Law 
Project:  Five course enhancements for International Human Rights And 

Refugee Law 
 This project will fund five enhancements for International Human 

Rights and Refugee Law on the MSc in Refugee and Forced 
Migration Studies: development of a primer on public international 
law; preparation of a course pack of comparative caselaw; research 
support for course materials and supporting small group teaching; 
preparing a guide to mooting and mooting assistance; and research 
assistance to develop a module on looking at refugee status 
determination from the inside. 
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OxTALENT Awards 
 
Every year, IT Services runs a competition to identify innovative and effective uses of IT 
in teaching and in the support of learning and teaching. The achievements of OxTALENT 
winners are recognised within the University's Teaching Awards Scheme. 
 
Names: Dr Robert Simpson, Astrophysics 
  Ms Sian Owen, Physics 

 

Citation: Dr Simpson and Ms Owen were both winners of OxTALENT's 
Academic Podcasting award: Dr Simpson for 'Stargazing' and Dr 
Owen for 'Physics Flash Talks'. 

 
Names: Dr Stuart White, Jesus, Politics and International Relations 
  Dr Scot Peterson, Balliol, Politics and International Relations 
  Mr Blake Ewing, Oriel, Politics and International Relations 
  Ms Katharine Brooks, Green Templeton, Politics and International 
   Relations 
  Mr Chris Prosser, St Catherine's, Politics and International  
   Relations 
  Ms Kate Candy, Politics and International Relations 
  Ms Liz Greenhalgh, Politics and International Relations 
Citation: The winners of this award are members of the Politics in Spires 

blog editorial team. They won OxTALENT's Open Practices award 
with their workshop Academic Blogging: Political Analysis in the 
Digital Age. 

 
Name:  Dr Gareth Digby, Computer Science  
Citation: Dr Digby won the OxTALENT's Support for Blended Learning 

award with his use of virtual machines in a Forensics course. 
 
Names: Professor Sandra Fredman, Pembroke, Law 
  Ms Laura Hilly, Magdalen, Law 

   
     

Citation: Professor Fredman and Ms Hilly won OxTALENT's Use of 
Technology for Outreach and Engagement award for their Oxford 
Human Rights Hub blog. 

 
Names: Dr Sharon Mickan, Kellogg, and colleagues, Centre for Evidence-
   Based Medicine, Nuffield Department of Primary Care  
   Health Sciences 
Citation: This OxTALENT award is for the team in Evidence-based Medicine 

for their use of WebLearn to support continuing professional 
development. 
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Names: Professor Andrew Martin, Kellogg, Centre for Doctoral Training in 
   Cyber Security, Department of Computer Science 
  Mr David Hobbs, Centre for Doctoral Training in Cyber Security, 
   Department of Computer Science 
  Mrs Maureen York, Centre for Doctoral Training in Cyber Security, 
   Department of Computer Science 
  Mr Emmanuel Apostolidis, Centre for Doctoral Training in Cyber 
   Security, Department of Computer Science 
Citation: Professor Martin and his colleagues won an OxTALENT award for 

their use of WebLearn and Panopto to capture and distribute 
lectures. 

 
Name:  Mr Ian Chilvers, Social Science Library 
Citation:  Mr Chilvers won an OxTALENT award for the use of WebLearn for 

Learning Support & Outreach to Students for his development of 
the Social Sciences Library eReadings Service. 

 
Names: Ms Lucile Deslignères, Language Centre 
  Ms María  Barragán-Orte, Language Centre 
Citation: Ms Deslignères and Ms Barragán-Orte of the Languauge Centre 

won an OxTALENT award for the use of WebLearn for Learning 
Support & Outreach to Students for their provision of resources for 
Modern Languages finalists. 

 
Names: Ms Celine Jones, Nuffield Department of Obstetrics and   
   Gynaecology 
  Dr Kevin Coward, Worcester, Nuffield Department of Obstetrics 
   and Gynaecology 
  Dr Natalia Barkalina, Queen's, Nuffield Department of Obstetrics 
   and Gynaecology 
Citation: This OxTALENT award for innovative design in interactive 

infographics was given to the team from the Institute of 
Reproductive Sciences for their design of an online system 
presenting opportunities for research projects. 
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OUSU Student-led Teaching Awards 
 
The winners of this summer's Oxford University Student Union Student-led Teaching 
Awards were present and were congratulated the ceremony. 
 
Outstanding Tutor 
 

Division Name Faculty/Department College/Hall 
Humanities Dr Helen Swift Modern Languages St Hilda's 
Mathematical, Physical 
and Life Sciences 

Dr Joseph Conlon Physics Balliol/ 
New College 

Medical Sciences Professor Zafra 
Cooper 

Psychiatry St John's 

Social Sciences Dr Natalie Quinn Economics  
Continuing Education Dr Jonathan Healey History Kellogg 
 
Most Acclaimed Lecturer 
 

Division Name Faculty/Department College/Hall 
Humanities Dr Louise Mycock Linguistics and 

Philology 
 

Mathematical, Physical 
and Life Sciences 

Professor Luis 
Fernando Alday 

Mathematics Hertford 

Medical Sciences Professor Elspeth 
Garman 

Life Sciences DTC & 
Biochemistry 

Brasenose 

Social Sciences Dr Rebecca Eynon Oxford Internet 
Institute 

 

Continuing Education Dr Janet Dickinson   
 
Best Support Staff 
 
Mrs Cressida Chappell, St Catherine's  
 
Mr Neil Norwood, Jesus  
 
Mr Andrew Talbot, Brasenose  
 
Ms Julie Smith, St Catherine's  
 
Dr Margaret Coombe, History and Lady Margaret Hall 
 
 


