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We live in a time of increasing contact between different cultures. The opportunities, as 
well as the problems this brings are traceable in all academic disciplines, but especially in 
the social sciences and in the humanities. This course aims to guide you to a deeper 
reflection on the historical conditions of intercultural encounters, the philosophical 
conditions of intercultural dialogue, and the framework of post-coloniality that 
determines the need to politically negotiate the conditions of such a dialogue. 
 
WHO SHOULD JOIN 
This course is beneficial for PhD students engaging in research in Intercultural Philosophy, and who 
want to add the perspective of Postcolonial Theory (or vice versa); PhD students and Master’s students 
studying Philosophy, Political Theory, Cultural Anthropology, Development Studies, and History of 
Globalization, who want to broaden their view by adding a critical and intercultural perspective to their 
professional work.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of this course, participants will be able to: 
• Thoroughly comprehend key texts in intercultural 

philosophy and postcolonial theory 
• Have an improved capability of critically reading 

the relevant texts 
• Have learned about intercultural dialogue and its 

condition in the classroom 
• Engage in writing a short academic essay that 

combines different philosophical currents 
discussed within this course 
 

COURSE CONTENT 
This course covers the following aspects: 
• The philosophical canon insofar as it provided 

such ideology (Hume, Kant, Hegel), into the 
voices from those who addressed colonialism and 
moved beyond (Césaire, Fanon, Emmanuel Eze), 
and into key texts of intercultural philosophers 
(Wimmer, Kimmerle, Mall) 

• A strong focus on culture and on cultures, its 
interactions and comparisons 

• The founding texts of postcolonial theory, such as 
those of Frantz Fanon and Edward Said 

• The practices of dialogue, deconstruction and 
negotiation of epistemological boundaries can be 
combined to inspire a new globalizing philosophy 

 
If you are interested in seeing the course syllabus, 
please do not hesitate to contact us!  

 
 
 

AMSTERDAM FACTS 
• Capital of the Netherlands 
• Safe and diverse 
• 187 nationalities 
• 93% of the Dutch speak English 
• 881.000 bicycles, 40 parks and 165 canals 

 
VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT AMSTERDAM 
The Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam is an internationally 
renowned research university. Since its founding in 
1880 interdisciplinary research has been leading in its 
education. VU Graduate Winter School offers a 
variety of intensive, trans-disciplinary short courses 
for Master students, PhD candidates and 
professionals. Join our winter programme and 
improve your research and communication skills. 
Expand your knowledge and learn to efficiently share 
it with others while earning study credits. All our 
small-scale courses are designed to give you an 
intensive and in-depth look into the subject. You will 
engage in cross-cultural discussions with a group of 
professionals from all over the world. 
 
ADDITIONAL SERVICE 
•    Accommodation service 
•    Airport pick-up  
•    Orientation and social programme 
•    Support before, during, and after the programme 
•    Transcript of records after completing the course 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
Enrollments open 1 June 2019 until 1 November 
2019. Requirements differ per course. For more 
information on how to apply, please visit our website. 
 

FEES AND DISCOUNTS  
The tuition fee is € 800 for a 1-week course.  
Early bird discount of € 100 is available for anyone 
who applies before 1 September 2019. Students from 
partner universities receive a € 100 discount. VU 
students and staff receive a € 300 discount. 
 

CONTACT 

  www.vu.nl/winterschool 

   graduatewinterschool@vu.nl 

   +31 (0)20 5987170 

 

Course level Master, PhD, 
professionals 

Co-ordinating lecturer Dr. Angela Roothaan 
Form(s) of instruction Lectures, text-reading 

seminars, self-study 
assignments 

Form(s) of assessment Presentations, detailed 
writing assignment 

ECTS 3 
Contact hours 25 hours 
Tuition fee €800 - non-VU students 

and staff  
€500 - VU students and 
staff 
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