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Part Two - An empirical investigation into the practice of 
girl circumcision and the alternative rite of passage as a 
lever of change

In Part Two I will turn to my research on girl circumcision and attempts to bring an end 
to this practice. For a myriad of reasons that will be expanded upon in greater detail, 
researching girl circumcision is precarious and perilous. Also, the scope of this research 
is much broader than in Part One. However, the same underlying principles as in my 
previous research are applied. In Chapter 6 I will introduce the reader to some of the 
complexities involved in research on the culturally sensitive issue of girl circumcision. 
Chapters 7-9 consist of peer-reviewed journal articles reporting on the findings and 
lessons learned. 

CENTRAL ILLUSTRATION TWO: 
Girl circumcision: Discourses, counter-discourses,  
and underlying practices

This framework is developed on the basis of empirical data collected during field research, 
and feedback from research participants and peers thereafter. This graphic representation 
of discourses and counter-discourses on girl circumcision, and underlying practices,  
visualizes the overlapping domains in which change can be effected. It is advised to lever 
change in all domains simultaneously. The creation of this framework and its application 
will be discussed in Chapter 8. Later adaptations to the framework are discussed in 
Chapter 10.
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