
VU Research Portal

Hospital Based Audit of Obstetric Care and Birth Preparedness in rural Rwanda

Kalisa, R.

2019

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Kalisa, R. (2019). Hospital Based Audit of Obstetric Care and Birth Preparedness in rural Rwanda. [PhD-Thesis
- Research and graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/906494ae-9aad-4e56-b7b6-75cf22fe61c6


About the Author 

Richard Kalisa was born on October 13, 1978 in Uganda where he completed his primary and 

secondary education. Growing up as a young boy, he always wanted to become a survey engineer, 

however his mother always wanted him to be a medical doctor, although neither of his parents had 

pursued a medical career. He attended high school at Nyakasura School and Kigezi college Butobere 

in Uganda. Later, he went to join his parents who had relocated back to their ancestral home, Rwanda, 

after three decades as Rwandan refugees in Uganda. 

He enrolled at the National University of Rwanda in 2000; graduated as a medical doctor in 2006 and 

started working at Ruhengeri district hospital maternity ward as a medical officer. He was then 

undecided as to which subject to specialize in after medical school, but ultimately chose pediatrics 

over obstetrics. Finally, he joined a master’s programme in pediatrics and child health and graduated 

in 2011 from Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda. 

Even after fulfilling his dream of becoming a pediatrician, he still remembered his experiences as a 

medical officer in maternity ward, the tragic stories of the women entering the hospital, arriving late 

with complications, some of them later succumbing to death. The stories of these women led him to 

initiate a combined maternal and neonatal audit team as well as a newborn developmental follow-up 

clinic. 

Having first met Jos van Roosmalen as a graduate student while at Makerere university in 2010, he 

invited Jos to Rwanda in 2012, and expressed his interest in doing a PhD. This was followed by an 

invitation for training at the Erasmus Summer Programme course in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, in 

2013. It is during this visit that he was introduced to Thomas van den Akker as a second supervisor 

for this thesis. 

 


