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Marjolein de Groot was born on March 21 1983 in Oudewater, The Netherlands. After graduating 
from the gymnasium at the Minkema College te Woerden in 2001, she went on to study Medicine 
at the University of Utrecht. She completed several clinical and research internships, including a 
clinical internship at the dermatology department at the GU-Ranjawa Hospital, Medunsa 
University in Pretoria, South Africa. Her main clinical internships she accomplished at the 
neurology department of the Diakonessenhuis Utrecht, neurosurgery department of the University 
Medical Center in Utrecht and radiology department of the Meander Medical Center in 
Amersfoort. She conducted research projects at the neuromuscular department and children’s 
neurology department at the University Medical Center. A project concerning evidence based 
medicine, performed as part of her study, resulted in her first publication in an international peer 
reviewed journal.  
During her study she went to South America to study the Spanish language and worked as a 
volunteer at a NTC-school ‘El Colibri’ in Villa Carlos Paz Córdoba, Argentinia were she taught the 
Dutch culture and language to children. 
In 2007 she obtained her medical degree and started the PhD-project described in this thesis. 
During her research period, she participated in patient care at the general neurology department 
and outpatient neuro-oncology clinic. In June 2011 she started her specialist registrar neurology 
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