VU Research Portal

A Transformative Moment
Dueck, G.R.

2017

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Dueck, G. R. (2017). A Transformative Moment.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 18. Jan. 2022

ABSTRACT
This dissertation seeks to engage the question of faith development among emerging adults from
a descriptive practical theological perspective. This involves an engagement with the question of
how human and faith development interact and culminates in a robust theological account of
both the “ordinary” of human development and the “extraordinary” of Christian transformation.
These questions are engaged with the Canadian Mennonite Brethren context in view.
The starting point is the much-discussed “delayed adulthood” thesis and the adverse effect many
believe it is having on faith retention in many Western contexts. This thesis is bestconceptualized by Arnett’s theory of emerging adulthood which I offer as a useful articulation of
the coming-of-age experience in many Western contexts. I then offer a summary and critique of
the now-standardized assessment of religious decline within this demographic.
The discussion of faith retention among emerging adults raises the question of how to account
for the way faith changes over time. Fowler’s Faith Development Theory is engaged as the stilldominant structural account of this phenomenon, particularly as a way of understanding the
relationship between faith development and developmental psychology. Fowler’s theory, while
illuminating, identifies faith as a species of human meaning-making and this is problematic for
any understanding of faith that takes its object (i.e. God) as ultimately significant.
I introduce James Loder’s theology of transformation as a way of accounting for the gaps in
Fowler’s theory as well as situating faith development within a larger theological context.
Loder’s theological perspective offers a vision that is not restricted to human meaning-making
within a socially constructed environment. Rather, all human change demonstrates a pattern of
death and resurrection as individuals and communities encounter both the threat of ultimate
futility and despair as well as the gracious promise of new life through the Spirit of God.
This understanding of transformation is “thick” enough to include both gradual incremental
change as well as decisive convictional experience and offers promise for articulating a theologic for all aspects of the Christian journey. This is especially important for ecclesial contexts
that are characterized by a “conversionism” that struggles to account for the “ordinary” alongside
of the “extraordinary” movements of God’s Spirit in the context of a human life.

